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HE certainty, the remarkableneſs, and 
the great uſe of this relation of Spira, has 
long ſince made it acceptable to the ſober part 
of the world; ſo that it hath been tranſſated 
and publiſhed in moſt of the languages of Eu- 
robe; and particularly great numbers of them 
have been vended in England; but being now 
out of print, and [ having ourchaſed the right 
of the copy, thought it very fit to reprint it: 
for cc: tainly never was there more need to pre- 
ſerve e memory of ſuch awakening ex1: aples, 
than in this preſent age, wherein an apoſtadzing 
ſpirit ſcems to be let looſe, and not a few ready 
to ſhift their religion (as ſeamen do their fails) / 
| with every wind, 
Let {ach falling ſtars, whilſt they view in this 
| lookxing-glaſs, Spira's dreadfal condition, read 
the coniequences of their own apoſtacy. God 
will unt be mocked: there is no diſſembling 
with heaven, no maſquerading with the all-ſee- 
ing eye of divine vengeance, which ſooner or 
later will overtake them. 

To make this littie treatiſe more ſerviceable, 
I have procured divers notable preſidents of 
Zod's judgments, vifibly inflicted on the like 


A 2 {fianers, 
12 | 
FE 


4 iy ch "To the Reader. | * 
© ſinners, to be added to it from ſeveral — 
authors. 8 
Apoſtacy is a fin moſt odious to God and 
man. The angels, ſaith the apoſtle, which 
kept not their firſt eſtate, * left their own 
©habitation, he hath feſerved in everlaſting 
chains under darkneſs, unto the judgment of 
the great day. | 
Hence it is, that the zeal of our Proteſtant 
anceſtore, thought fit by an act of ſtate, to brand 
this horrid fin with the moſt heinous guilt and 
; grievous puniſhment, making it no leſs® than 
high treaſon for any ſubject of this kingdom, 
(of whatever eſtate or degree) that has been 
* educated in the true reformed religion of the 
* church of England, by law eſtablithed, to be 
| © willingly reconciled to the church of Rome;” 
as appears by the Satute 9 Jac. c. 4. S. 23. A 
law to this day in force, and well worthy the 
regard of all thoſe whom it may concern. Nor 
was the zeal and reſolution of that wiſe and 
learned Prince, King James I. leſs to be ap 
plauded, of which a ſignal inſtance recorded 
by a reverend judge to poſterity, viz. That 
es in the ſecond year after K. James's coming 
into England, their being a rumour ſpread, as 
ee jf he intended. or were inclinable to give the 
* Papiſts toleration, his majeſty was offended. 
* thereat ; eſtceming it a very great ſcandal 
on a Proteſtant prince; and having afſem- 
3 bled divers of the _— he there publicly 
| | « declared, 


G the Reader wa 
64 a that he never had fach A thought, 4 


«© and that he would venture the beſt blood in f 
his body for the Proteſtant religion; ſolemn- 


« ly adding a curſe upon any of his race, that } 
« ſhould apoſtatize to Rome, ſaying, If any ß 
© my poſterity ſhall embrace any other than 


| © that true religion which I now profeſs, I pray J 


« God to take them out of the world.” See 
Crook's Reports, 2 Jacobi. 

It was in the beginning of the year, 1683. 
that I new publiſhed the relation of the fear- 
ful eſtate of Francis' Spira, with - the fore- 
going epiſtle, to prevent, as much, as in me 
lay, that torrent of apoſtacy, that then 
was flowing in upon the nation, like a migh- 9 
ty deluge, ready to overflow and bear down 
all before it: and it was then as much as 
I durſt ſay and more than they would all»w af= 3 
terwards, For Dr. Sharp (late A. Bp. of Vork). 
having in one of his ſermons, made mention of 


| that curſe of K. James I. which I bave here 
before recited ; K. James II. being conſcious ? 


to himſelf of being an apoſtate from the 1eligi- ! 
on in which he was brought up, and which 
was profeſſed by his father and grand-father, 
found himſelf ſo nearly touched, that he ſent a 
mandate to the Bp. of London to ſuſpend the * 
ſaid Dr. Sharp from preaching ; which the bi- 
ſhop ſeeing no reaſon for; inſomuch as the Dr. 
had tranſgreſſed no law, as being what by law ö 
he could not. Upon which, chat King who was 


A 3 for 


mention the great lenity of K. Chatles I. to the 


. > : _ ng 
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for advancing his diſpenſing power ne 
all law, was io enraged, that he erected an ex- Mins 
tra- judicial ecclefiaitical court, to ſuſpend the Wl Ch 
| reverend bithop, which they alſo did, as he com- time 
3 manded. | tire] 
This mighty indignation of K. James IT. a- Wioiic 
gainſt repeating this curſe of his grand father, Wed ! 
ve me an occaſion of ring it a little Mhke t 
more ſedately; and by comparing it with what MW wha 
has ſince befallen his two unbappy grand -chil- of h 
dren, not to mention his own ſoa, K Charles . Mei: 
who though himſelf a Proteſtant, yet was fo Pop 
> Uuxorious an husband to his queen, that he graat- Nhe 
ed the Papiſts more liberty on her account, than haze 
was either conſiſtent with the laws of the land, I ther 
or the welfare of the Proteſtant religion, which Pap 
was {> undermined in England in his reign, fend 
that at laſt; things broke out into a bloody do 
war, the end of which was fatal to the 
nation, and ſurprizingly tragical to that un- {Mnati: 
fortunate king, which encouraged the re- 
bels in Ireland to maffacre two hauadred hou- 
fand innocent Proteſtants in cold blood ; for 
| which a commiſſion wa pretended by them un- Nand 
der that king's broad - ſeal; but whether it were Macy: 
ſo or not, mult be left to that day i in which alf | 
. fecrets will be made manifeſt,” I ' ſay not to 


I Papiſts, it is notorious enough, that the grand - 
0 father's curſe 4 took hold of bots os L 


— 


. # * 


* 
e 
2 
14 
—_ 

4 


of the world.” And though ſome are willing 
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dren, Chaitles and James II. for their — Y 
iog from God's true religion unto. Popery.” Et 2 
Charles II. did indeed diſſecuble in it, in luis lifes © 
time ; for being an effemioare prince, and en - 1 
urely given up to his pleaſures, he was not very 
ſolicitous about any religion at all; and provid. . 
ed he could but enjoy thofe pleaſures to which 
he had devoted himſelf, he * not thoughtful '# £4 
what became ot religion; but if we may Juden 
of his lite by his death (when men leaſt of all 
diſſemble) that little religion which he had 
Popety. It was that, that he loved beſt, tha 
he wanted either caurage, or Zeal, or both, te $ 
hazard his kingdom by ſetting it up, as his bros ,. 
ther James afterwards did. And therefore the 

Papiſts, not to ſay his brother, took care to 7 
fend him out of the world, for one that ould 
do their buſineſs better, to be ſet up in kit + 
room; and thereby his praad-father's "a 
nation was made good — him, That b 
& embracing another religion, he was taken ouñ 


to believe he died a Proteſtant, becauſe he went - 
under that denomination, yet his ae 
facrament on his death- bed from father Hoddie- 
Non, a'Popifl prieſt, #fter the manner of the 
harch of Rome, is too great a demonſtration | 
of his being one of that communion, '!.-- © £55. 
And thus by the juſt, jadgment” of the Pre: 

ighty, © [whole . are : inſcratdle, and his 
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© < judgments paſt finding out, he fell (according 
do his grand-father's prayer) for embracing the 
Romiſh religion, by their hands (as there is 
great reaſon to believe) whoſe religion he fell 
F away to, becauſe they thought him' too- remiſs 
in his zeal for it; though indeed he did them 
more ſervice by thoſe under hand methods he 
took to promote it, than his brother could do 
by his more public eſponſing of it. i 
EK. Charles II being gone, and K. James 
come to the crown, he openly profeſſed his a- 
poſtacy, in embracing another religion, than that 
true one his graad-father profeſt; and drew up- 
on him all the plagues that an abdicated prince 
conld lye under : which two examples are freſh, 
inſtances, how dangerous it is, for any perſon, 
though of the higheſt rank, to apoſtatize from 
the good ways of God, and to embrace that 
religion with which God has a controverſy, 
and which in his due time he will utterly over- 
turn. And though by the coming in of the 
late glorious K. William, Popery has received MW 
- fach a blow, that one would think there 
F ſhould be no danger of apoſtatizing to it any 
more; yet the Devil, and his inſtruments the 
Jeſuits, are buſy and induſt ious as ever. to 
promote it, though under ſeveral diſguiſes : 
and whilſt they are bringing up a pretender 
on the other {ide the water, they ſeem to-be 
confident of turning the point ſome time or o- 
ther; and therefore it concerns us all to ſtand 


upon 
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pon our guard, and take heed of the very be- A 
innings of apoſtacy; which, I fear, is creeping” i 
pon too many, by infenſible degrees: for to 

grow cold and careleſs in the profeſſion of re- 

igion, is one degree of apoſtacy, and W and 
il! (without divine grace inter po le) food Sh re 
nan into all the reſt. - 2 
Before I conclude this epiſile, 1 think fit to 
acquaint the reader, that this true relation of 
he fearful eftate of Francis Spira, has found 
uch good acceptance, that it has occaſioned 
2 ſurreptitious relation to be ſhamefully pub» 
liſhed to the world, even under the the name f 
a Second Spira; which as it is without  any-. 

oundation of truth, ſo it is a great abuſe to 

he world, and an impoſing npon the credulityʒ 
ot unwary readers: and whatever the = 


"ar may have been, is but making the truth of 

iy, Wcholdcn to a! ye, which is expreſly condemned 

2 y the apaſtle, Rom iii. 7, 8. But among 4 
the : 


; 4 many examples recited in this book, there 
are none but what are of approved verity, and 
ell atteſted; yea, ſo far am I from a 
dn the reader by fictitious relations, that 'Þ 
ould to God there weis not ſo many real 


88 7 
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to Wn ſtances of this kind, and that apoſtacy had 
s: ot left ſuch viſible Marlen behind®t in the : 
der {Wvickcd lives, and deſpatring deaths of fo many 4 
be niſerable ſouls as it has done. -Y 
_ 0- I have alfo farther to inform the bene; 


hat J have i8 this edition added another very- = 
true 
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true and tremendous example, of God's juſtice 
upon a perſon, for ſinning againſt light and 
| knowledge, which I think, is as remarkable as 
any thing that has happened of this nature, for 
theſe hundred years; and this is no example 
brought from foreign parts, but a thing trau - 
ſacted at our own doors. The perſon who 
was the ſad ſubject hereof, was particularly Nnd 
known to myſelf, and very many others, at this Neif , 
time living in London; the place of the laſt ha- 
bition being no farther off than Spittle Fields. 
He was a man of a ſtrong and able body, bold 
and confident, of great preſence of mind, but a 
a wounded conſcience who can bear ?* For 
thou wilt find in the relation, that when God 
came to contend with him, he was ſo diftrated 
with terrors, that he was reduced to a mere 5kes 
. teton, and made the lively image of deipair. But 
I will not anticipate in this preface what you 
mall meet with in the book, but refer you to 
the relation itſelf, | _ 

[ ihall oaly add my wiſhes and prayers, that 
paſt examples may prove future warnings ; and 
all that read theſe ſigna! inſtances of God's 
judg nents, may tnereby come to ſee the das ger 
of apoltacy, and hold fait the truth, and not 
depart into the way: of Baal Peor, or lick up the 
vomits of Ahdod; but conferve the pure faith 
and walk an{werahl: thereunto in cneir conver- 
ſation, which will br us 4 5. Hog in life, and 
comfort in death, and glory to eternity. 

Thins, — ] 


B. H. 
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u. o the truth of this hiſtory enſuing, be- 


ſides, circumſtances of place perſon, time, 
nd occaſion, ſo exactly — | refer my- 
elf to the relation of thoſe godly men, who in 
veral languages 3 to the world, the 


* Weveral paſſages thereof: and although I am 
1d Wor ignorant, that at firſt they were not only 
2 Wredited, but diſcredited and ſlandered by ſuch 
Or s found them to be a blur to the Roman pro 
0d eon, yet they loſt not their luſtre there 


ut being acquitted by many compurgators of | 
zveral nations, and ſome of the Romiſh religi- 
n, being all of them ipectators ot this tragedy, 
occaſioned not only a farther manifeſtation 
nd confirmation of the truth, but alſo a large 
nd more frequent confluence, to fee that which 

hey had formerly only heard of. This partly 
ppeareth out of ſucceeding ſtory ; but more 


Q's Wall f. 

y out of an apology written by Vergerius 
Berg imop of Juſtinople, who was accuſed for diſ- 
We erſing the fame of - his example to the ſtain of 


Popery, in which apology to N. Rottan, Suf- 
agan of Padua, is ſhortly and clearly declared 
bat was ſaid, what was done, and who were 
reſent. If that it be demanded, what moved 
ne to compile this treatiſe of Spira, tell _ 
| that 
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- that it ſhould teach fear and reverence; ang 

indeed, among all thoſe that came to fee him 
few or none returned unſhaken, Vergerius, i 


his firſt epiſtle ſaith, © I would fain ga and {ail x 
« him again, but I exceedingly fear and trem Nod 
* ble;” And in his apology ſaith, © It is ſuchiſe 
* a rare example, as I would go to the farthel Have 
parts of the world, to fee or hear the ſike. not 
The lady Jane to her father's chaplain, — tells 
had fallen inte Spira's fin) faith, © Reme err 
the lamentable eſtate of Spira !“ Wt (| 
acknowledge, that there hath been IDE on 

a2 book publiſhed in Engliſh on this ſubject xer 
put as far as I can learn (for I could no or 
get one of them) it was not ſo various and |: Try 
as this treatiſe; and, as I have heard, a wank 7 
tion of only one of the traftates, whence iind 
part I gathered the enſuing diſcourſe. Concerins 
ning my cate and fidelity hefein, I may tr iſh 
ſay, without changing colour, that not one fenfiWwen 
i tence of all this work, attributed to the perſ Man 
of Spira, but it bath its warrant either from thiltud 


epiſtles of Vergerius, and Gribaldus, profefial 
ol law at Padua; or from the diſcourſes Que: 
Henry Scringer, a Scotiman, Sigiſm, Gelons, 
- Tranfilvanian, and Martin Bocha, 2 divine 
| Bazil, 1 have taken no liberty, than as af 

' fator, to weave the aforeſaid diſcourſes tog 
"ther, ſo as thoſe who under ſeveral, were Mut 
counted ſeveral, I here make one en tire hiſt 
connected by due ſucceſſion of time and 7 


ion, as punctually as could be aimed at, by ie 
ircumſtances noted in the writings of "thoſe. 
oly and learned men before-named; oo 
Extraordinary examples of divine juſtice, 
od never intended' for a nine days wonder ;- 
iſe would he when he exemplified Lot's wife, 
ave turned her into a ſtatue of melting ſnow, 
not of laſting ſalt; which ſtood as Joſephus 


eruſalem ; and as ſome travellers report ſtill 
at this day; Ut quoddam hominibus præſtaret 
ondimentum. quo ſapient unde illud caveatur 
xemplum, Aug. de Civit. Dei, lib. 16. cap. 30. 
For a ſeaſon againſt corruption, a preſervation 
noainſt SpORNEF: -- | é 4 5 
This tragedy when new, was the converſion 
and confirmation of ſundry worthies ; Verge - 
ius, a daily ſpectator thereof, forſaking a rich 
iſhopric of Juſtinople, and tents. of Antichriſt, 
ent to Bazil, and died a worthy Proteſtant. 
Many nations had eye witneſſes of their own 
udents then in the univerſity of Padua, who 
penned the ſtory, the copies whereof are fre. 
quently revived : our Engliſh ones weie very 
defective, and now worn out of ſhops and hands; 
undry manuſcripts of this abroad imperfect; 
hich moved me to compare this labour of a 
vorthy gentleman (who faithfally tranſlated it 
put of the Italian, French, and Dutch letters) 
ith the Latin of Czliu-Secundus, Curio, Mat 
heus Gribauldus, profeſſors of the civil law in 
B | 


tells us, until his age, after the deſtruQtion of 
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is, (who write largely of the uſe of this pattern ;j; 


— 


Padua. Sigilmond Gelons, a Tranſilvanian aud | 
Henricus Scotus, all daily viſitors of Spira, and 
find it accord with them c 

Touching Spira's perſon, I find moſt learned S | 
writers do incline to the right and hopeful 
"hand ; moved by his ſweet, humble, and cha- 
ritable ſpeeches (ſome few deſperate ones ex- R. 
. cepted) that fell from him in ſome little agonies, 
which kept him faſting and watching about Ml An 
ſix mouths ſpace, eating nothing but what was BW R= 
forced down his thr-at. To 

The ſum of Calvin's and Corrhon's counſel 


« That all learn to take heed of tackſliding, 
« which God's ſoul abhors ; and not to dally Re 
« with conſcience, an hell upon earth, if juſtly B. 
« incen ed; more to he fearcd than the Spaniſh 8.5 


e jinquiſition, or all the ſtrapado's and tor ments \ 


_ 
- gn 


2 
Pe. | N. B. 
* 9 

2. ; 


« in the world; and to take heed of Spira's Ml !i 
t principal errors; which were to diſpute Sa- 1 
* tan over buſily in time of weakneſs, eſpecially Wy A 
A 


* to reaſon and conclude from preſent ſenſe, to 


«* both. of which is hard, if poſſible, for any man 
to determine in his own, much more in others. 
«© cafes.” 

So commending thee to his grace who is able Iv. 
to eſtabliſh thee to the end I bid thee farewel, Re 
and hope well, while the ſpace of grace laſt 
eth; Dum Spiras Spera ; ſo mayeſt thou take 
good, and no hurt, by reading this terrible'ex- 


t 
b 
« God's paſt reprobation and futuie damnation: / 
( 
F 


To the AuTHoR and READ ER of this 
E150. \Y 


SOME ſcatter'd parcels of this ſtory lay 


5 In foreign leaves, which had not found away 
ul | been an obvious prey 
la- Thus to collect, had 8 never ſeen the day. 


x- R. der, wou'dſt fee bow ſinnipg gainſt the light 
Wil! quench and leave the ſoul in a ſad night 
Of ditcontent ? Come hither then, look here 
ut And learn all ſuch light quenching fins to fear 
as Reader, wou'dfi ſee the comfort breathing Spirit 
To grieve, what endleſs grief it doth demerit? 
ſel Come hither then, look here: 
Here ſee a ſoul that's all deſpair, a man 
rn All hell; a ſpirit all wounds; who can 
fg, A wounded ſpirit bear? | 
ly Reader, wou'dſt ſee what you may never feel, 
Hy Deſpair, racks, torments, whips of burning ſteel ? 


| B- old this man, this furnace in whoſe heart 

ich Sin häath created hell. Oh! in each part, 

Its What flames appear! 4 

1's 11 + thoughts all tings ; words ſwords ; 4 

45 Brimſtone his breath; 7 | 

Hi e ves flame; wiſhes curſes, life a death. = 
* A thoutand deaths live in him, he not dead. = 

to A breathing corpſe in living ſcalding lead, | 1 

n: And yet he lives our monuments to tell, 

an How black are quenched lights ? 


Quench joys are double frights, _ 
, Black days are double nights. 

Heav*n taſted; loſt, a double hell, | 
dle I've call'd thee reader, pray ſo be; i 
el Read this, that others read not thee. 
. Legat hiſtoriam, 1 
Ne fias biſtoriam * i M. N. 
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Of the Fearful Eſtate 


oF 
FRANCIS SPIRA. 


N the year 1548, when the glorious 

ſun of the goſpel was but newly riſ- 
en in Europe, in the days of the 
eign of Edward the ſixth of that name, 
king of England, in the territory, and 


nice, being the very border of Italy, in 
the town of Citadella, lived one Francis 


great rank and eſteem, being of great 
experience, of carriage circumſpe& and 


his countenance ſharp and auſtere, eve- 
ry way befitting that authority where» 


outward bleſſings of wife and eleven. ; 
B 3 _ oy 


4 


nder the juriſdiction of the city of Ve- | 


pira, a civil lawyer, an advocate of 
ſevere, his ſpeech grave and compoled, ⁵⁶ 


nto he was advanced; endowed with 


= 
_ . "RE 


1 theſc wandering opinions to paſs unex- th: 
3 3 amined; 


2 A Relation of the Fearful 

children, and wealth in abundance. What 

his worſt parts were, I have no other 
warrant than his own words, which i 


not tainted over much with the bitter- 


neſs of a deſperate mind, and bearing a bes 
_ countenance rather of paſſion, than off he 
ſober confeſſion, may ſeem to add a pe- len 
riod to all farther commendations. can 
Was I, /aith he, exceedingly cove-l ſirſ 
tous of money, and accordingly applied anc 
© myſelf to get by injuſtice, corrupting qu. 
_ «© juſtice by deceit, inventing tricks toto 
* delude juſtice; good caufes 1 either ver 
£ defended deceitfully, ar fold them to 257 
the adverſary perfidiouſty, III cauſes £5: 
1 maintained with all my might. I wie C/ 
6 tingly oppoſed the known truth; and Ar 


6 the truſt committed unto me, 1 eitbet wh 
* betrayed or perverted,” | ye 
Thus having worn out forty four th 


years, or thereabouts, and the news of MW wa 


the new, or rather newly revived opini- ¶ pu 
ons of Luther coming iate thoſe parts; 


repreſented an object of novelty unta Ml th: 


him, who being deſirous to know, as he of 
ns famous for knowledge, ſuffered. not Ml ga 
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off he enrertains, loves, and owns them at 
de- length; and with ſuch zeal, as he be- 


came a profeſſor, yea, a teacher of chem, i 


re-M firſt to his wife, children, and family, 


wholly and only depend on the free and un- 


Chriſt, as the only ſure way of ſalvation. 
And this Was he fink of all his di ſeour ſe, 


years, or thereabouts, even fo long as 
uri the fire could keep itfelf within private 


of walls; but at length it brake forth into 4 | 


ni- public meetings, fo. as the whole pro- 


he of their pardons to decay, and their pur- 
10: Ml gatory to wax cold, began to beſtir 


2x- MF themſelves ; * heir ations, firſt | 


amined; but ſearching into the ſerip⸗ AY 
ture, and i into all books of controverſies } 
that he could get, both old and new, and 
finding more than fame or opinion, he 
began to taſte their nature ſo well, that 


ede and after to his friends, and familiar ac- | 
ng quaintanee; and in compariſon, ſeemed 7 
to neglect all other affairs, mtending e- 
ver to preſs this main point, That wwe n,] 


dena love of 2 in the death f 1 


which continued for the ſpaee of fix E 


ts, vince of Padua dawned by the luſtre 
ate thereof. The elergy finding the trade 
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-with calumnious aſperſions upon the 


whole profeſſion; then more plainly ſtrike 
ing at Spira with grievous accuſations, 


And to effect their purpoſe, ſome pro- 
miſed labour, others favour, ſome ad- 
vice, others maintenance; all join to di- 
vide either his ſoul from his body, of 
both from God. 

Now was John Caſa, the Pope's le- 
gate, reſident at Venice, being by birth 
a Florentine; and one that wanted nei- 
ther malice againſt thoſe of this. way, 
nor craftineſs to effect his malicious pur- 
poſes; to him theſe men repair with 
outcries againſt Spira, that he was the 
man that condemred the received rights 
of the church, eluded the eccleſiaſtical 


power, and ſcandalized the policy there- 


of; one of no mean rank, being a man 
of ene and authority, and thereunto 
learned in the ſcriptures, elegant in 
ſpeech, and in one word, a dangerous 
Lutheran, having alſo many diſciples, 


and therefore not to be deſpiſed. 


At this began the legate to caſt his 


eye to the terrible alteration that had 


py happened | in Germany 3 j where, by 
1 


he means of one only Luther, the Romiſh 
* eligion had fuffered fuch a blow, as 


hat it could neither be cured by diſſimu- 
0- Wation, nor defended by power; but the 


lergy muſt either mend their manners; 
dr loſe their dignities. On the other 


ommon people, inhabiting in the bor» 


ain thoſe new opinions, he now thought 


vith ſpeed repairs to the ſenate, and 


th or Spira. x LIFE 5 
ac WW Spira, by this time, had - conſidered 
ts wich himſelf of the. nature of his cou 


and therefore ſubject to be envied, by 
Tuch as neither liked his perſon nor re- 
igion. He perceived that his opinions 
were neither retired, nor ſpeculative, 


and a change of policy. And that his 
enemies wanted neither power nor occa- 
ſion to call him to an account in public, 
when he muſt either apoſtatize, and 
ſhamefully give his former life, yea, his 

OWN 


Lag 


dering country of Italy, were to enter- 


t no time to diſpute or perſuade, but 


IJ 


2 9 * 
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"2 

 . 

* 

— 
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ide, when he faw how propenſe the 


procures authority from them to ſend 


rage, how evident and notorious it was, 


— I 


but ſuch as aimed at the Romiſh faction, 


= 
l = 
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= own conſcience the lie, or endure thy 


3 or forſake his wife, children, friends 


utmoſt malice of his dreadful enemies 


goods, authority, yea, his dear country, 
and betake himſelf to a foreign people 
there to endure a thouſand miſeries, that 
do continually wait upon a W ex. 
ile. 3 
Being thus diſtracted, and toſſed by i” © 
reſtleſs waves of doubrs, without guide, 
to truſt to, or heaven to fly to for ſuc 
cours, on the ſudden, God's Spirit al. 
fiſting, he felt a calm, and began to dil 
courſe with himſelf in this manner. 
Why wandereſt thou thus in uncer 
« rainties, unhappy man? Caſt away fear; 
put on thy ſhield, the ſhield of faith, 
Where is thy wonted courage, thy 
* goodneſs, and conſtancy ? Remember 
© that Chriſt's glory lies at ſtake : ſuffer 
© thou without fear, and he will defend 


« thee; he will tell thee what thou ſhall 1 
« anſwer ; hg can beat down all danger rea. 
bring thee out of priſon ; raiſe thee Ho 
from the dead. Conſider Peter in ſufl 
dungeon; the martyrs in the fire. 1 
thou makeſt a good confeſſion, tho yp 


mayel 


mayeſt indeed, go to priſon, or death, 
bur an eternal reward in heaven remains 


comparable to eternal life, to everlaſt- 
ing happineſs ? If chou doſt otherwiſe, 
think of the ſcandal (common people live 
by example, thinking whatever is done, 


Or, if the fleſh be ſo ſtrong as to cauſe. 
thee to doubt of the iflue, fly thy coun- 


Now was Spira in reaſonable quiet, 
ing reſolved to yield to theſe weighty 
zalons. Yet holding it wiſdom to exa- 
ine all things, he con ſults alſo with 


fenew, and the fleſh begins in this man- 
er. | iq 


ſufficiency, as thou neither regardeſt 
the examples of thy .progenitors, nor 


Doſt thou not conſider what miſery 
OR © this 


OF Foro $9, T3 


for thee. What haſt thou in this world 


is well done) fear the loſs of peace and 
joy; fear death, hell, and eternal wrath. 


eſh and blood. Thus the battle doth. 


Be well adviſed: fond man, conſider - | 
reaſon on both ſides, and then judge. 
How canſt thou thus overcome thy 


the judgment of the whole church? 


try, get thee away, though never ſo . 
far, rather than deny the Lord of life.“ 
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good ſeed that was formerly ſown : ſo, 
s fearing, he faints, and yields unto the 
allurements of this world; and being” W 
hus blinded, he goes to; the legate at 
enice, and ſalutes him wich this news. 


2 


Having oi theſe divers years entertains | 
an opinion concerning ſome articles of faith  . 
tray to the orthodox, and received judg- 
nt of thechurch, and uttered many things 
; 8 the authority of the church of Rome, 
nd the univerſal biſhop; I humbly ac- 
nowledge my fault and error, and my fei-. 
in miſleading others; I therefore yield - 
y/elf in all Ae to the ſupreme biſbop 
the church of Rome, never to depart a. 
ain from the tradition; and decrees of the 
oly ſee; I am heartily forry for what 1s 
paſt, and — 5 7 2 For / 2 1 
7 offence. 5 
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The legate | perceiving Spina to falnt, 
e purſues to the utmoſt; he cauſes 4 
ecitation of all his errors to be drawn 
writing, together with the confeſſion 
nnexed to it, and commands Spira to 
bſcribe his name thereto, which ac- _ 


C cording * 


and 


he 
goo 
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3 he did; then the legate com- 
mands him to return to his own town, 
and there to declare this confeſſion of his, t 
and to acknowledge the whole doctrine n 
of the church of Rome to be holy and i « o 
true, and to abjure the opinions of Lu- f 
ther, and other ſuch teachers, as falſe it 


and heretical. Jr 
l [Man inows not the beginning of 7 in, but fl « + 
| who bounds the iſſues thereof ?Y _ "a 
p pira having once loſt footing, goes i « | 
= down amain, he cannot ſtay, nor gain- « «; 


fay the legate, but promiſeth to. accom- « t! 
pliſh his whole will and pleaſure. He WW d 
8 addreſſeth himſelf for his journey, 0 
and being onward in the way, bethinks 0 
himſelf of the large ſpoils he had brought v 
away, from the conflict with the legate; v 
what glorious teſtimony he had given it 
of his great faith and conſtancy in Chriſt's v 
cauſe, and to be plain how impiouſly he t. 
had denied Chriſt and his goſpel at Ve- © n 
nice; and what he promiſed to do far- b 
ther in his own country. And thus part-M tl 
+ Iy with fear, and partly with ſhame, be- c 
ing confounded, be thought he heard a a 


yoice 


"Blake of Francs Sora. Th 
voice ſpeaking, unto- him in this man- 
ae S rol 

« Spira !. What doeſt thou here? Whi- 
ther goeſt thou? Haſt thou, unhappy. * 
© man, given thy hand writing to the le- 
gate at Venice? Yet ſee thou doſt not 
« ſeal it in thine own country. Doſt thou, 
© indeed, think eternal life ſo mean, as 
that thou preferreſt this preſent life 
© before it? Doſt thou well in prefer- _ 
© ring wife and children before Chriſt? 
* Is the windy applauſe of the people bet- 
ter indeed, than the glory of God? And 
the poſſeſſion of this world's good, more 
« dear to thee than the ſalvation of thine 
* own ſoul? Is the ſmall uſe of a moment 
© of time, more deſirable than eternal 
© wrath is dreadful ? Think with thyſelf, 
© what Chriſt did endure for thy fake, is 
it not equal thou ſhouldſt ſuffer ſome- 
* what for him? Remember; man, that 
the ſufferings of this preſent life, are 
© not comparable to the glory that hall 
© be revealed. If thou fafferelt with him, 

© thou ſhait alſo reign with him, thou 
© canſt not anſwer for what thou haſt 
already done; nevertheleſs the gate 


G2 , of 


* * * 
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© of mercy is not quite ſhut. Take heed 
that thou heapeſt not fin upon fin, leſt n th 
TY thou repent when it be too late.“ 


1 
Now was Spira in the wilderneſs of 
doubt, not knowing which way to turn 
him, nor what to do; yet being arrived He 
in his own country, and among his friends, Han 
conſidering what he had done, and what i 
he had farther promiſed to do; and how fu 
the terror of God on the one ſide, and {E291 
the terror of this world on the other, 
= did continually rack him; and therefore 
= he deſired their advice in fo doubtful a 
'- Caſe, His friends, upon' ſmall delibera- pr 
tion, anſwered, that it was requiſite he iſe 
ſmould take heed that he did not in any Nusa 
= wiſe betray his wife and children, and 
all his friends into danger; ſeeing, that 
by ſo ſmall a matter as the reciting of a ne 
= litile ſchedule, which might be done in rie 
leſs ſpace than half an hour, he might A 
both free himſelf from preſent danger, Nut 
and preſerve many that depend upon ute 
4 him; adding moreover, that he could get fem 
1 no credit in relenting from that which Pe. 
he had already in the greateſt part, form- Nu 
A n 
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ed before the legate at Venice; and that 4A 
n the perfect accompliſhing thereof, lit- 
tle or no diſcredit could ariſe, more than 
hat by the former action he had alrea- 
ly ſuſtained. On the other fide, if he did 
did not perform his promiſe to the legate, 
1e could neither diſcharge himſelf of the 


Is. Whame which he had already incured, nor 
a+ void far more heavy and inſupportable 


njuries, than probably he ſhonld have 

endured, if he had perſiſted obſtinately 
n his former opinions. "EY 
This was the laſt blow of the battle, 
and Spira utterly overcome, goes to the 


2 

2. Hrætor, and proffers to perform his pro- 
16 iſe made to the legate, who, in the 
ay nean time, had taken order to have all 


hings ready, and had ſent the inſtru- 
ment of abjuration ſigned by Spira, to 


he 1 by the hands of a certain 
in (Prieſt. 3 
be All that night the miſerable man wears MM 
r, Put with reſtleſs cares, without any mi- | 
on Nute of reſt; the next morning being 
et Nome, he gets up, and being ready, de- 
ch perately enters into the public congre- 


zation, where maſs being finiſhed, in the 
C as = preſence 
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14 4 Relation of the Prarful 
$ ee of friends and enemies, — of 
the whole afſembly, being by eſtimation, 
near two thouſand people; yea, and of 
heaven ufelf, he recites that infamous 
abjuration word for word, as it was Writ= 
ten. It being done, he was fined at thir- 
ty pieces of gold, which he preſently 
paid ; five whereof were given to the 
prieſt that brought the abjuration, the 
other five and twenty were employed to- 
yards the making of a ſhrine to put the 
euchariſt in. Then was he ſent home, 
and reſtored to his dignities, goods, wife, 
and children. No fooner was he depart- 
ed, but he thought he heard a direful 
yoice faying to him; _ 
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6 Thou wicked wretch, thou haſt de- 
© nied me, thou haſt renounced the co- 
< yenant of thy obedience; thou haſt 
£ broken thy vow, hence apoſtate, bear 
© with thee, the ee of __ eternal 
© damnation :? 


Trembling and quaking in body and 
mind, he fell down in a ſwoon : relief 
I was at hand for the body, but from that 

1 i | time 


Hate Francis Spira. T5. 
time forward, he never found any peace 
n, or eaſe of mind, by continuing in unceſ-= 
of ſant torments, he proteſted: that he was 
ur captivated under the revenging hand of il 
it: the great God; that he heard continual- 
ir- ly that fearful ſentence of Chriſt, that 
tle juſt judge, that he knew he was utterly 
he undone ; that he could neither hope for 
he grace, nor Chriſt's interceſſion with God 
to-M the Father in his behalf. Thus was his 
he fault ever heavy on his heart, and his 
ne, judgment ever before his eyes. —_—_ 
fe, Now began ſome of his friends to re- 
rt pent, too late, of their raſh counſel ; o- 
ful thers, not looking ſo high as the juſt 

judgment of God, laid all the blame on 
his melancholy conſtitution; that over-" 1 
de · ¶ ſhadowing his judgment, wrought in him 
o- Ja kind of madneſs. Every one cenſured M 
aſt W as his fancy led him; yer for remedy 
ear all agreed in this, to ufe both the whole= 
nal fome help of phyſicians, and the pious 
advice of divines ; and therefore though 
Wit fit to convey him to Padua, an univer- 
nd ſity of note, where plenty of all manner 
iefWot means was to be had. © 
| e This 


his wife, children, and whole family; 


ariſe from ſome grief or paſſion of the 


| - mours, whereof the body of man is full; 


troubled the fancy, ſhadowed the ſeat of 
= judgment, and ſo corrupted it. This 
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This they accordingly did, both with 


others alſo of his friends accompanying 
him : and being arrived at the houſe of 
one James Arden, in St. Leonard's pa- 
fiſh, they ſent for three eminent phy- 
ſicians, who upon due obſervation of the 


effects, and of other ſymptoms of his 555 
diſeaſe, and ſome private conference one ¶ eine 
with another amongſt themſelves, return-¶ that 
ed this anſwer : that they could not dif- vit 
cern that his body was afflicted with any ; 16 
danger, or diſtemper originally from it- iſ gcig 


ſelf, by reaſon of the over-ruling of any 1, 
humour; but that this malady of his, did 


mind, which being oyer-burdened, did 
fo oppreſs the- ſpirits, as they wanted 
free paſlage; ſtirred up many ill hu- 


and theſe aſcending up into the brain, 


was the (tate of the difeaſe, and that 
ourward part that was viſible to the eye 
of nature; this they endeavoured to re- 
form by purgation, either to conſume, 

| or 
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r at leaft divert the courſe of thoſe hu- 
ours from the brain: but all their 
ill effected nothing; which made Spire 
LY, 
* < Alas, poor men! how far wide are - 
* you? Do you think, that this diſeaſe 
is to be cured by potions? Believe me, 


de eine; it is neither plaiſter nor drugs, 
7 that can help a fainting fon], caſt down 


WE it is only Chriſt that muſt be the Phy- 


fician, and the goſpel the ſoul's anti- 
Jl dote.? 


ae Hfter they had underſtood the whole 
uth of the matter, and therefore ther 
riſhed him to ſeek ſome fpiritual com- 
rt. 


By this time, the fame of this man 


douring country; partly, becauſe as the 
iſeaſe, fo the occaſion was particularly 
at Wemarkable : for this was not done in a 
orner; ſo as daily there came multi- 
udes of all forts to ſee him; ſome out 
f curioſuy, ns. to fee and diſcourſe ; 
ſome 


3 
1 * 
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there muſt be another manner of medi- 


with the ſenſe of ſin, and wrath of God; | 


The phyfici icians eaſily believed t = 


vas ſpread all over Padua, and the neigh _ 


biſhop of Juſtinopolus, and Maithæ 
Gribauldus, deſerve eſpecially to bi 
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q 5 of a pious deſire to try all neal 


that might reduce him to comfort again 
or at leaſt, to benefit themſelves by 
ſpectacle of miſery, and of the juſtice 
God. Amongſt theſe Paulus Vergerin 


named, as the molt principal laboure 
for this man's comfort. They find hi 
now about fifty years of age, neither al 
feed with the dotage of old age, nc 
with the unconſtant head-ſtrong paſls 
of youth, but in-the ſtrength of his es 
perience and judgment; in a burnin 
heat, calling exceflively for drink, yer hi 
underſtanding active, quick of apprehe | 
fon, witty in diſcourſe, above his ord 


nary manner, and judiciouſly oppoſit 


His friends laboured with him by all fa 
means to receive nouriſhment, which h 


obſtinately gainſaying, they forcibly i 


fuſed ſome liquid ſuſtenance into h 
mouth (moſt of which he ſpit out agait 
exceedingly chafing) and in this frettin 
mood of his ſaid. 


As it is true, that all things work fu 


© © the beſt, to thoſe that love God, ſo! 


© fl 


i | 
4 * 
2 op A 
* * 
—_— * 1 I . 
Mu „* : FE 


* A. N 8 5 Y th 
| Fſlate of Gradious Spira, 15 


as a plentiful offspring is the bleffing of 
> of God, and his reward, being a ſtay to 
the weak eſtate of their aged parents, 
to me they are a curſe of bitterneſs and 
vexation; they do ſtrive to make me 
tire out this; I would fain be at an end. 


ſome body would let out this weary 
ll foul ” | 

rl His friends ſaluted him, and aſked him, 
That he conceived to be the cauſe of 
is diſeaſe ? At which he broke out in- 
o a lamentable diſcourfe of the paſſages. 
ormerly related, and that with futh paſ- 
onate elocution, as cauſed many to - 


txWrarily to comfort him, propounded ma- 
of God's promifes recorded in tgjge 
il cripture, and many examples of God's Mi 


nercy. | 
ercy of God. „ 
Nay, anſwered they, the mercy of God 
above all ſin; God would have all men 
o be ſaved. N 2 


the wicked all are contrary: for wherexg 


O that I were gone from hence! that 


reep, and moſt to tremble. They con- 4 


ail M. in, ſaith he, is greater than the | 


l 
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ul extends to all the elect, but not to me, 


© to wrath. I tell you I deſerve it; my 
© own conſcience condemns me, what 
needs any other judge ?? 

Chriſt came, /ay they, to take away 
in, Rom. ii. 5. And calling for a book, 
they read unto him the paſſion of Chriſt, 
and coming to his nailing to the croſs, 
inWSpira ſaid, “ This indeed is comfortable 
to ſuch as are elefted ; but as for me, 
« wretch, they are nothing. but grief 
and torment, becauſe ! „ 
them.“ 

Thus roaring for grief, and toſſing 
himſelf up and down * bed as he lay, 
he intreated them to read no more. 
2s Gribauldus was coming to ſee him, 
Vergerius ſaid to Spira, Dear ſir, here 
is Dr. Gribauldus, a godly and faithful 
riend of yours, come to ſee you. He 
is welcome, ſaid he, but he ſhall find 
me ill. Gribauldus replied, Sir, this is 
but an illuſion of the devil, who doth 
ro what he can to vex you; but turn you 

wo God with your whole heart, and he 
is 000g to ſhew you mercy ; the Lord 

D you 


* or any like to me, who are ſealed up 1 A 
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you know is full of mercy, it is he that 


bath ſaid, That as often as a finner ſhall 
repent of his fin, he will remember his fin 
no more. Conſider this in the example of 
Peter, that was Chriſt's familiar and a- 
poſtle, who denied him thrice, and for 
all that, did not God graciouſly reſpe& 
him in the laſt minute of his life? is the 
Lord's hand now ſhortened, that it cannot 
ſave? 5 

To this Spira anſwered, *© If Peter 
c“ grieved and repented, it was becauſe 


= <« Chriſt Beheld him with a merciful eye, 
„ and in that he was pardoned ; it was 


- © not becauſe he wept, but becauſe God 
“ was pracious to him. But God reſpects 
c not me, ard therefore I am a repro- 
cc bate. I feel no comfort can enter into 


c my heart; there is only place there 


„ for torments and vexings of ſpirit; I 
a tell you, my caſe is properly mine 


„ on; no man Was ever in the Fke-con- 


«dition, and therefore my ſtate is fear- 
was | a 


Then roaring out in the bitterneſs of 


W his ſpirit, ſaid, 7? is a fearful thing to fall 


into the hands of the living God! The 
| violence 


al of Francis {117.26 £ wlll AY 


violence of his paſſion, and action ſuita- 
% bie, did amaze many of the brholders zi 3 1 
In inſomuch as ſome of them ſaid wich 
of whiſpering voices, that he was poſſeſſed. 


H- over hearing it, ſaid, Do you doubt 


2 

for it ? 1 have a whole legion of devils which 

dect! take up their dwelling in me, and oc = 
the {-'s me 3s their own; and juſtly too, for 


] have denied Chriſt. Did you tt BN J [| | 
or vt? ſaid they. That is nothing to tne 2 
prog ſaid Spira, Chriſt faith, Mi., 

ver denies me before men, him will deny 1 
befor my Father which is in heaven. ; 4 

Chriſt will not: be denied, no not in a 
word; and therefore it is enough, tho 
in bear never denied him. 


4 
"- l 


Ct | 
* Tacy obſerving his diſtemper cM IF 
ato ff the ſenſe and horror of the pains of Y IF 


heil, aſked him, If he thought mere 
were worſe pains than what he endured 
for the preſent ? He ſaid, That he knew 
there were far worſe pains than thoſe 
he then ſuffered ; For the wicked ſhall "zl 
to their judgment, but they ſhall not 21 
in judgment, Pſal. i. This | tremble to 
« think of; yet Ido deſire nothing more 
„ than that I might come to that "ite Y 
D 2 Where 


= NICE — — 2 


Fl 1 wg ANC" TY 


* - 
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* where L may be ſure to feel the worſt, 
v and to be freed * fear of worſe to 


- to come.” Y 
Ay, but you are to conſider, caid one, hat! 
that thoſe opinions, for which you were me 
accuſed before the legate, were impious, ther 

and therefore you are not to think you Goc 
denied Chriſt, but rather that you con- mas 


= tefſed him, acknowledging the infallible 
Wo truth of the catholic ehurch. Truly, ſaid Peti 

he, when I did deny thoſe opinions, ! did don 
think them to be true, and yet did L de-Iſins, 


ny them. * 
Go now then, ſaid others, and believe "= 


IF they are true, Now I cannor, faith { 
= BS God will not ſuffer me to believe Irc 


them. nor truſt in his mercy ; what would * 
you have me to do ? 1 would fain attain a6 


to this power, but cannot, though | 
ſhould preſently be burned for it. But, 
L \, why do you, ſaid the other, eſteem this 

ſfſo great a fin, when as the learned legate 
cConſtrained you to it; which ſurely he 
FE would: not have done if your former opi- 
nions be not erroneous ? No, good Fran- 
cis, the devil beſets thee; let not the 


4 


1 4 
= 
; , * : 
: f grie· 
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amaze thee. 

You ſay right, ſaid Spira, the devil 
hath poſſeſſed me, and God hath left 
me to his power; for I find I can nei- 
ther believe the goſpel, nor truſt in 


Holy 


petual puniſhment, without hopes of par- 
don. 


God's mercy ;-all thoſe fins that in the 
former part of my life I have committed, 
then did not ſo much trouble me; for I 


truſted God would not lay them to my 


charge: now, having ſinned againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt, God hath raken away from 1 A 


me all power of repentance, and brings 
all my fins to remembrance ; and guilty 
of one, guilty of all. 


not to me. God will have mercy on whom 
he will have mercy, and whom he will he 


ardeneth, This is it that gnaws my 
heart WM 


D3 


orievouſneſs of any ſin, if any ſuch be, 


God's mercy; 1 have ſinned againſt the ; 
Ghoſt, and God by his immuta- 
ble decree hath bound me over to per- 4 


It is true, that the greatneſs of 
ſins, not the multitude of them, bind not 


And therefore it 
33 no matter whether my fias be great 
or ſmall, few or many; they be ſuch as 
Chriſt's blood, nor God's mercy belongs 


, 8 
11 


F 26 AA Relation wr the Fearful 
heart, he hath hardened me; and I find 
that he daily more and more doth har. 
den me; and therefore I am out of 
hope; I tell you, there was never ſuch 
a monſter as I am : never was any man 
alive, ſuth a ſpectacle of exceeding miſe. 

1 know that juſtification is to be ex 
pected by Chriſt, and 1 denied and abjue- 

ed it, to the end |1 might keep this frail 

life from adverſity, and my children from 
poverty; and e behold, how bitter 
- this life is to me! and God only knows 

What ſhall become of this my family; 

but ſure no good is like to betide it; 

' but worfe and worſe, and ſuch a ruin a ſl 

length, as one ſtone ſhall not be left up- © © 

on another. « c 

But why ſhould you, ſaid Gribauldus iſ « d 

cConceit ſo deeply. of your fin, ſeeing f. 


you cannot but know, that many havell *\ 
denied Chriſt, yet never fell into dei ſo 
| Jpair? far 


c Well,” faith he, „I can fee noi fer 
* ground. of comfort for ſuch ; neither vid 
can I warrant them from God's reveng-· con 
& ing hand, or that he will yet ſuffer fach him 
& to be in peace ; and beſides, there will bot 
& a time 
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% 2 time of danger come, and they ſhall 
r- © be thoroughly tried; and if it were 
of Wl © not ſo, yet God is juſt in making me 
ch an example to others, and I cannot 
an juſtly complain; there is no puniſh- | 
ſe· ment fo great but I have deſerved it, 
* for this ſo heinous offence : I aſſure 1 
17. © you, it is no ſmall matter to den 
ail Chriſt, and yet it is more ordinary than 
om © commonly men do conceive of; it is 
ter © not a denial made before a magiſtrate, 
will <* as it is with me; for as oft as a Chri- 
Ly: © ſtian doth diſfemble the known truth, 
it © as often as he approves of falſe wor- 
at « ſhip, by preſenting himſelf at it; fo 
p- < often as he doth things worthy of his 
„calling, fo often he denies Chriſt. Thus 1 
us, did l, and therefore am juſtly puniſhed | 
ing for it.“ | RY 
well Your eſtate, quoth Gribauldus, i is not 
de · ſo ſtrange as you make it. Job was fo 1 
far gone, that he complained God had 
no fer him as a mark againſt him; and Da- 1 | | 
ner vid that was a man after God's own heart, 
19-M complained often that God had forſaken ' "iM 
ich him, and was become his enemy; yet 
vill both received comfort again. 


< 


Comfort 


all this; the devils believe and tremble : 


1 praved, Lord take not thy Holy Spirit from 


accurſed from the preſence of God; nei- 
= ther can I pray as he did, becauſe his 
= _ Holy Spirit is quite gone, and cannot 
be recalled, and therefore I know I ſhall 


live. Oh! that I might feel but the leaſt I 
= ſenſe of the love of God to me, though 


his heavy wrath, that burns like torments 


| £ deſperation is hell iiſelf ! 


| lie ve, Spira, that God: having ſo ſevere- 
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Comfort yourſelf, therefore, God will 
come at length, though he ſeem afar 


oft. 
O brother, anſwered Spira, I believe 


bur David was ever elected, and dearly. 
beloved of God, and though he fell, yet 
God took not utterly away his Holy Spi- 
rit, and therefore was heard when he 


me But Jam in another caſe, being ever 


live in continued hardneſs ſo long as 1 


but for one ſmall moment, as 1 now feel Na 


of hell within me, and afflicts my conſci- 
ence with pangs unutterable. Verily 


Here Gribauldus ſaid, I do verily be- 


ly chaſtiſed you in this lite, correcteth 
you in mercy here, that he may ſpare 
you 
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U ou hereafter, and that he hath mercy 
ar Wcaled up for you in time to come. 

BH Nay, ſaid Spira, hence do I know that 
Veil am a reprobate, decauſe he afflicteth 
ne with hardneſs of heart. O that my 
lyBody had ſuffered all my life long, ſo that 
et he would be pleaſed to releaſe my ſoul, 
d nd ceaſe my conſcience, this bucthened 
he Nonſcience | 

Gribauldus being willing to eaſc his 
nind from the continual meditation of 


his fins; as alſo to ſcund how for the 
preſent he ſtood affected ro the Romiſh 


ame of the ſouls of men, ſo ſoon as they 
leparted out of the body? To which he 
anſwered; 

Although this be not ſo fully reveal- 
d in ſcripture, | yet I verily believe that 
ae ſouls of the. ele& go preſently to 
ne kingdom of glory,. and not that 
hey ſleep in the body, as ſome do ima- 
zine. 

Very well, (faid « one of. the ſpectators) 
why do the ſcriptures then ſay, 1 Sam. - 

- 9. that God brings down to hell, and 
aiſeth up, ſeeing it cannot be meant be x 

ge” 


hurch, asked him what he thought be- 
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the ſtate of the ſoul after death, which 
as thon ſayeſt, either goeth to heaven 
without change, or to hell without re: 
demption, it muſt be underſtood of the 
ſtate of the ſoul in this life, like tha 


= wherein thou art at this preſent; and 
= often-times we ſee that God ſuffers men 


to fall into the jaws of deſpair, and ye 
raiſeth them up again; and therefor 
deſpair not, but hope; it ſhall be even 


= thus with thee, in his good 1 time. 


This is the work, quoth pira, this i 


Venice did ficlt abjure my vrofellie 


and fo, as it were, dre an ind nture 


the Spirit of God often admonithed me 
and when at Citadella, I did, as t were 
ſet my ſeal, the ſpirit of God often ſug 
geſted to me, Do not write, Spira b 
not feal ! Yet reſiſted 1 the Holy Guol 
and did both; an at that very preſent, 
did cvizeutly feel a wound in my vet 
will; ſo although! can ſay, I'would by 
| lie ve, yet | cannot ſay, 1 will belien 
God hath denied me the power of wil 
and it befa'ls me in this my ſtate, as wilt 
one that is faſt in irons, and his friend 
1 comil 


* » 


der ſuade him ta ſhake off his fetters, and 
ome out of his bonds, which, God knows, 
e would fain do, but cannot. This is 
y very caſe; you perſuade me to be- 
je ve, how fain would I do it, but cannot. 
D now I cannot! 


ether, and raiſing himſelf up, 

Behold, ſaith he, J am ſtrong, yet by 
ittle and little I decay and conſume; 
nd my ſervants would fain preſerve this 


nuſt be done, and 1 ſhall periſh miſera- 
ly, as I deſerve. Rejoice ye righteous 


the Lord, bleſſed are you whole hearts 
he Lord hath mollified. | 


earneſtly deſire to pray to God with 
y heart, yet I cannot; I ſee my dam- 
ation, and 1 know my remedy is only 


old on it. Such are the puniſhments 


fheaven, they cannot mend their ways. 
As he was thus ſpeaking, he obſerved 
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oming to ſee him, do pity his ſtate, and 


Then violently graſping his hands to- 
veary life, but at length the will of God 


Then after ſome pauſe, he went on, 
1 Chriſt, yet I cannot ſet myſelf to take 
t the damned, they repent of their loſs 


"Sivers flies that came about him, and 
di 5 _ Ns | 


—— pang 
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lighted on him; Behold, ſaic he, nou 
alſo Belæebub comes to he banquet ; 5. Ja 
ſhall ſhortly ſee my-end ; and in me, an es 
ample to many of the juſtice and Judgu 
% God, © 
Abour this time came in two biſhop 
(with divers ſcholars of the univerſity 
one of them Paulus Vergerius, havin; 
obſerved Spira more than any other, be 
ing continually converſant with him, tol 
him, that his ſtate was ſuch, as ratha: 
ſtood in need of prayer than advice 
and therefore deſired him to pray wil 
him in the Lord's prayer: Spira cot 
ſented, and he began. | 


O 


[Our Father which art in en, 


Then breaking forth into tears, 
ſtopped, but they ſaid, it is well, ya 
grief is a good fign.------ 

I bewail, ſaid he, my miſery, for 
perceive Lam torfaken of God, and cal 
not call to him from my heart, as IV 
wont to do 9 

Vet let us go on, ſaid Vergerih ö 

e 


Jant] 


daſlic 
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[Thy kingdom come.) 
O Lord, ſaid Spira, bring me alſo in- 


o this kingdom; ; I beſeech thee ſhut 
me not our, 


vin (Give vs this day our daily bread.) 


be 
to O Lord, added he, I have enough, and 
the ond to feed this carcaſe of mine, 


but there is another bread; I humbly 
beg the bread of thy grace, without 
which, 1 know I am but a dead man. 


Lead us not into temptation. ] 


Seeing, Lord, that I am brought inte 
„ Memptation, help me, Lord, that I may 
yalEicape ; the enemy hath overcome, help 

e, I beſeech thee, to overcome hie 
for Mruel tyrant. 


1 vil Theſe things he ſpake with a mourn- 
ful voice, the tears trickling down abun- 

„ Wantly, and expreſſing ſuch affection and 
[Maſſion, as turned the bowels of thoſe 
E | there 


L — 


— 
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there preſent with grief and compundti 
on. 

They then turning to Spira, ſaid, you 
know that none can call Chriſt Jeſus, the 
Lord, but by the Holy Ghoſt : you 

muſt therefore think of yourſelf, accord- 
ing to their ſoft affection, which you ex- 
preſs in your prayers; inferring there- 
by, that God hath not wholly caſt you 
off, or bereaved you of his Spirit utter- 


17. 


[ perceive, ſaid Spira, that I call to 
him to my eternal damnation ; for I tell 
you again, it is a new and unheard of Y 
example, that you find in me. * 
3 If Judas, ſaid they, had but out- lived a. 
his days, which by nature he might have Y 
done, he might have repented, and tha 
Chriſt wouid have received him to me- 
cy, and yet he ſinned moſt grievouſly a- I} 1 c 
gainſt his maſter, which did ſo eſteem 
| him, as to honour him with the dignity I fe: 
of an apoſtle, and did maintain and feed I nu 

him. de 
He anſwered, Chriſt did alſo feed and Ib an 

F Honour me, neither yet is my fault one | ſtr 
| jot leſs than that of his, becauſe it is no cic 
| more 
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more honour to be perſonally preſent | 
with Chriſt in the fleſh, than to be in his 
ou I preſence by illumination of his Holy Spi- 
he fit. Beſides, I deny that ever Judas could 


re- O 5Spira, ſaid they, you know you are 
ou in a ſpiritual deſertion, you mult theres 
er- fore not believe what Satan ſuggeſts; he 
was ever a liar from the beginning, and 
to Ja were impoſtor, and will cait a thouſand | 
ell hg fancies into your mind, to beguile 
of y- + withal; vou mult rather believe thoſe 
I on you judge to be in a good ſtate, 
ed Nad more able to diſcern of you than 
ve yourſelf : believe us, and we tell you, 
nd that God will he merciful unto 7 
e- nere is the knot, ſaid Spira, would 
a-Þ 1 could believe, but I cannot. 
em Then he began to reckon up what 
ity fearful dreams and viſions he was conti- 
ed Þ nuaily troubled withal; that he ſaw the 
devils come flocking into the chamber 
nd I and about his bed, terrifying him with 
ne ſtrange noiſes ; that thoſe were not fans" 


HY 


hive repented how long ſoever he had 
lived; tor grace was quite taken from 


im, as it is now with me. 


cies, but that he knew them as really as 
L. 2 the 
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the ſtanders by. And that beſides theſe 
 - ourward terrors, he felt continually af or 


-. © itſelf, continually torments me; and 
no count my preſent ſtate worſe than 


racking torture in his mind, and a conti. fake 
nual butchery of his conſcience, being“ 
the very proper pangs of the damned rods 
wights in hell. 

Caſt away theſe fancies, ſaid Gribaulg 
dus, theſe are but illuſions, humble your- 
ſelf in the prefence of God, and pray 


The dead praiſe not the Lord, an- ly t 
ſwered he, nor they that go down into 
the pit. We that are drowned in de- He 
* ſpair, are dead, and already gone down 


5 into the pit: what hell can be worle dow 


© than deſperation, or what greater pu- 
* niſhtment ? The gnawing worm, un- 

* quenchable fire, horror, confuſion, and 
* (which is worſe than all) deſper ation 


if my ſoul ſeparated from my body, 
* were with Judas, and the reſt of rhe 
damned, and therefore now delire ra- 
© ther to be there, than to live in the 
0 Pw g 
One od 


 Eftate of Francis Spira. _ 279 


eſe One being preſent, repeated certain 


words of the Pſalms, F thy children for- 


'4 
ri ate my law, and walk not in my judg- | 
ing 11, Iwill viſit their tranſs 1 ons with © 


ul terly take from them, nor ſuffer my fait h- 
ur- 
alſe 


An- 


ed ,, and their iniquity it ſtripes ; ne- 
| vertheleſs my loving kindneſs I will not a. 


l 4 k% 


fulneſs to fail, Mark this, O Spira, My 
covenant I will not break. = 
Theſe promiſes, ſaid Spira, belong on- 
ly to the elect, which if tempted, may ll 
atol fall into fin, but are again lifted up, and 
de. ſ recovered out, as the prophet ſaith 5 nll 


* * * 
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ww. Though he fall, he ſhall not be utterly ca. 


ole down ; for the Lord upholdeth him; ch ere- Y | | 


pu- fore Peter could riſe, for he was elected? ; 
un- but the reprobates when they fall, can- 
and Nnot riſe again, as appears in Cain, Saul, 
tion land Judas. Gol deals one way with the 
and Helect, and another with the reprobate. 

han The next day he prayed with them in 
dy affection, as outwardly appeared. Bleſſed 
ra- Pe God, ſaid Vergerius, theſe are no ſigns 


'theſſÞ! eter nal reprobation, you muſt nor O 


pira, {eek out the ſecret counſels of 
One God's election and reprobation ; for no 
1 E 3 man 


he Latin tongue, and that with excellent 


—_ 2 P 
* 2 LR * 2 
_ 
5 
_— 
4 : 
c d 


ther by his good or bad deeds, he be 


J worthy of God's love or anger. Do you 
not know, that the prophet David com- 


plained, that God had caſt off his ſoul ? 
I know all this, quoth Spira, I know 


- 3 © the mercies of God are infinite, and 
do ſurpaſs the fins of the whole world, 
and that they are effectual to all that 


© < believe ; but this faith, and this hope 


is the gift of God: O that he would 
give it me! But it is as impoſſible, as to 


\ © drink up the ſea at a draught : as for 
that of Solomon, if he had ever taſted 


that which 1 feel by woeful experience, 
E& © he would never have ſpoken as he did; 


but the truth is, never had mortal man 


« ſuch an evident experience of God's 


anger and hatred againſt him as I have, 
Fou that are in a good ſtate, think re- 
b pentance and faith to be a work of 
c oreat facility: and therefore you think 
c it an eaſy matter to perſuade men to 
< believe; the whole need not the phyſ- 


= < cian; and he that is well, can ſoon give 


« counſel to ſuch as are ill; but this is 


| 3 the hell to me; my heart is hardned, I 


Cannot 


. a ” a 2 
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man can know, ſo long as he lives, whe. 
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cannot believe; many are called, but A xx 
few are choſen.” 1 

Upon what ground, ſaid hey 4% J 
you conceive fo ill an opinion of Nn 7 
ſelf? KS 
J once did know God to be = Fa- 
ther, not only by creation, but by re- 
generation; I knew him by his belov- 
* £4 Son, the author and finiſher of our 
* ſalvation; T could pray to him and 
hope for pardon of fin from him, I had 
* a taſte of his ſweetneſs, peace, and com- 
fort; now contrarily, I know God not 
as a father, but as an enemy: what nil 
more? My heart hates God, and ſeeks - 
to get above him. LI have nothing elſe Ml 
to fly to, but terror and deſpair.” 

Belike you think, then, ſaid they, that 
thoſe that have the earneſt and firſt fruits li 
of God's Spirit, may, notwithitanding 
fall away. = 

« The: judgments of God are a deep 

abyſs, faid he, we are ſoon drowned Þ 
© if we enter into them; he that thinketh 
* he ſtandeth, let him take heed leſt he 
* fall; as tor myſelf I know 1 am fallen 
; back, and thar I once did know che 
truth, 
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4 Fo J Relation of the Fearful » 
truth, tho? it may not be ſo thoroughly from 

4 * Lknow not what to ſay, but that 1 an cit. 
sone of that number which God natly Here 
; © threatened to tear in pieces. e gave 
I Say not fo, anſwered they, for God. was 
= come, though at the laſt hour im th: 
keep hold therefore at the laſt by hope y Untc 
2 6 " his, quoth he, is my caſe; I tel 7 to 
1 4 you, I cannot; God hath deprived mg] «© Na 
1 3 © of hope - this brings terror to my mind am in 
and pines this body which now is of j;.y« 
t * 8 weak, a it cannot perform the ſevera my E 
« offices thereof: for as the elect have that , 
bi J the Spirit teſtifying that they are thef egate 
IF 3 ſons of God; ſo the reprobates even no fa, 
2 = © while they do live, do often feel a worm ſincer 
in their conſcience, whereby they are ing ( 
| 4 1 already: and therefore as fore 
| 4 I perceived this wound inflicted on myſ matte 
mind andawill, | knew that 1 wanted forma 
b © the gifts of ſaving , grace, and that | a mig 
} © was: utterly undone. God chaſtenet rentio 
his children with temporary afflictionsf 1<Gre 
5 that they may come as gold out of the ſet fe 
fire; but puniſhing the wicked withſ,cich, 
ſons, 
think 


E © blindneſs in their underſtandings, . and 
5 hardneſs of heart, and wo be to ſuch, 
? 4 | g from 


1 ; 


fate pu; nA Spiro. 1 
J from whom G Fakes his Holy Spi- 1H 
kit. IE 3 | 
Here one rebuked him, and told him 
fe gave too much credit to ſenſe, that 

e was not to believe bimſelt, but rather 
"Pim that was in a good eſtate, and I teſti- 
ey unto you, ſaid he, that God will be 
eMiful to you. a N 5 
Nay, anſwered he, again, becauſe! 
iam in this ill ſtate, therefore can I be- 
| lieve nothing but what is contrary to 
al my ſalvation and comfort; but you 
that are fo ſoon confident of our 1 1 
16 eltote, look that it be true, for it is 
en no ſuch ſmall matter to be aſſured of 
uy fincerity. A man had need be exceed- 
reg ing ſtrongly grounded in the truth, be- 
4 fore he can be able to affirm ſuch a 
ay matter as ye now do; it is not the per- 
ed] tormance of a few forital duties, but 
Fl mighty conſtant labour, with all in- 
Ul rention of heart and affection, with full 
SY defire and endeavour continually, to 
ſer forth God's glory, there muſt; be 1 
chf neither fear of legators, inquiſitors, pri- 
add ſons, nor any death wharſoever : many 
h, think themſelves happy, t that are not; I i 
5468 IJ 


d $3 Flv #45) 2; * 1 


4 f 42 E. Relation of the Far 


it is not every onE 
Lord, that ſhall go to heaven.” 

They came another day, and found 
him with his eyes ſhur, as it he had been 
drouzy, and very bath to diſcourſe; at 


that ſaith, Lord 


which time there came in alſo a grape 


man from Citadella, who demanded of 
Spira, if he knew him or not? He hitting 
up his eye-lids, and not ſuddenly remem 
bring him, the man faid to him, 1 an 
presbyter Antonio Fontauſie; I was with 
you at Venice, ſome eight weeks ſince, 
O curled day, ſaid Spira! Oh curſed 
© day! Oh that J had never gone thi 
ther! Would ro God I had then died! 
Aiterwards came in a prieſt called 
Bernardius Sardonius bringing with hid 
a book of exorciſms, to conjure this de 
vil; whom, when Spira ſaw, thaking hi 
head. ſaid ; 
I am ver ily perſuaded, indeed, that 
God hath left me to the power of che 
Devil: but ſuch they are, as are no 
to be found in your litany; , neithe 
- © will they be caſt out by ſpells” Te 
The prieſt proceeding in iis intendel 
purpole, with a ſtrange and —_— 
| ure 


im e 
ilfu 
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ſture, and with a 180d voice, abjured the 
ſpirit to come in Spira's tongue, and to 
anſwer: Spira deriding his fruitleſs la- 
dour, with a ſigh turned from him. 

A biſhop being there preſent, ſaid to 
Ppira, brother, God hath put virtue in- 
o the word and ſacraments, and we have 
ſed che one meane, and we find not that 
effect which we deſire; ſhall we try the 
efficacy of the ſacraments? Surely if you 
ake it as a pure Chriſtian ought to re- 
eive the body and blood of Chriſt, it 
Fill prove a ſovereign 1 medicine for your 
ick ſoul. 
This I cannot do, anſwered he; for 
lech hoſe that have no right to the promiſes, 
hinfWave no right to the ſeals, The eucha- 


deWilt was appointed only for believers; | 
ng we have no faith, we eat and drinks 5 


udgment to ourſelves. I received it a- 5 
thaffhout a month ſince; but I did not well 
.haÞ ſo doing, for I took it by conſtraint ; 

pd fo 1 took it to my deeper enden | 
D 
nere Vergerius began to importune 
xde@im earneſtly to beware that, he did _ 
We We: reſiſt grace, and put himſelf out 
ture 8 of 
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earts, but they lie; for my part, I will 
ot lie, but tell you plainly, ſuch is my 
aſe, that though you ſhould never ſo 
uch importune me to hope or believe, 
Though 1 deſire it, yet I cannot, For 
zod, as a puniſhment of my wickedneſs, _ 
ath taken away from me all his ſavin 
races, as faith, hope, and all. I am not 
the man therefore that you take me for. 
Belike you think 1 delight in rhis ſtate; if 
could but conceivethe leaſt ſpark of hope 
Ya better ſtate, hereafter, I would not 
efuſe to endure the molt heavy weight 

f the wrath of that great God, yea, for 
wenty thouſand years, ſo that | might at 
ength attain to the end of that miſery, 
hich 1 now know to be eternal 
Bu: | tell you, my will is wounded. Who 
dags more to believe than 1 do? 
Wut all the ground-work of hope is gone! 
-----For, if the teſtimonies of the holy 
riptures be true (as they are certain- 
und true) is not this as true, Whoſoever | - 
us, Nene me before men, him, ſays Chriſt, 
4ypt il I deny before my Father * is in 
"hel 2aVen © 


© ; N 
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3 mandment. It had been better I had not 
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Is not this juſtly my caſe, continned 
he, as if it had been intended againſt 
this very perſon of mine ?------And I pray 
you, what ſhall become of ſuch as Chrilt 
denieth, ſeeir g there is no other name 
under heaven whereby you look to be 
ſaved ? ; 
What faith ſaint Paul to the He. 
brews ? It is 1mpofſible for thoſe why 
were once enlightened, and have taſted i 
the heavenly gifts, and were partakers 
the Holy Ghoſt, if they fall away, to bt 
renewed to repentance. Whar can be more 
plain againſt me ? Is not that ſcripture 
-alſo, If we fin wilfutty after we have re. 
ceived the knowledge of the truth, then 
remaineth no more ſacrifice for fin, but 
looking for judgment. I he ſcripture ſpeak 
of me; St. Paul means me; St. Peter 
tells me, It had been better I had neva 
known the way of righteouſneſs, than after 
I had known it, to turn from the holy cone c 


© as * No 
known, and yet then my condemnation ere 
had been moſt certain. Do you not feefl, ON 


evidently that I bave wilfully denied the tn 
known truth? 1 may juſtly expect, not 
| only 
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only damnation, but worſe, it worſe may 
e imagined. God will have me undergo 
he juſt puniſhment of my fin, and make 
me an example of his wrath for your 
lakes. 

The company preſent admired his diſ- 
courſe, ſo grievouſly accuſing himſelf of 
Jeſs fore- paſt life; ſo gravely and wiſely 
debatigg, concerning the judgments of 
God, that they then were convinced, that 
it was not frenzy. or madneſs, tha: had 
poſſoſſed him; and being, as it were, in 
admiration of his ſtate, Spira proceeded 
again in this manner. 

© Fake heed to yourſelves, it is no 

light or eaſy matter to be a Chriſtian; 
it is not baptiſm, or reading of the 
1 {criptures, or boaſting of faith in Chriſt, 
; Aha hough even theſe are good) that can 

prove one to be an abſolute Chriſtian. 
* You know what | ſaid before, there 


„ muſt be a conformity ia life. A Chri- 
W 7 ſtian muſt be ſtrong,' unconquerable, 
n not carrying an obſcure profeſſion, but 
ee reſolute, expreſſing the image of Chriſt, 


he * and holding out againſt all oppoſitions to 
„che laſt breath; he mult give all dili- 
FT 2 | gence, 
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to make his calling and election fure, 
Many they are that ſnatch at the pro- 
miles in the goſpel, as if they undoubt- 
edly did belong to them, and yet re- 
main ſluggiſh and careleſs, and being 
Hatrered by the things of this preſent 
world, they paſs on their . courſe in 
* quietneſs and ſecurity, as if they were 
the only happy men, whom neverthe- 
* leſs the Lord in his providence hath or- 
« dained to eternal wrath, as you may 
© ſee in St. Luke's rich man. Thus it 
* was with me, therefore take heed.” 
Then came one of his nephews, and 
offered him ſome fuſtenance, which he 
_ diſdainfully refuſing, ſo moved the young 
man's choler, that he charged him with 
hypocriſy and diſimulation, or frenzj, 
to whom Spira gravely anſwered, and 
ſaid, © You may interpret the matter as 
© you will, but I am ſure, I am not only 
© the actor, but the argument and matter 
* of the tragedy, I would it were tren- 
y either feigned or true; for if it were 
* feigned, I could then put it off at plea- 
* ſure, if it were a real frenzy, yet there 
6 was 
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gence, by righteouſneſs and holineſs, . was 
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ewas ſome hope of God's mercy, where- 
re. © 25 now there is none: for I know God 
rol © has pronounced me an enemy, and guil- 
bt: ¶ ty of high-treaſon againſt his majeſty. 
re · J am caſt away as a veſſel of his wrath, 
ing yet dare you call it diſſembling and 
ent frenzy? And can you mock at the for- 
in * midable example of the heavy wrath of 
ere God, that ſhould teach you fear and ter- 
he · « ror ? But it is natural for the fleſh, ei- 
or · ¶ ther out of malice or ignorance, to ſpeak _ 
a/ perverſly of the works of God. The 
sit natural man diſcerneth not the things 

(that be of God, becauſe they are ſpiri- 
od WM tually diſcerned. j 
he How can it be, ſaid Gribauldus, that 
you can thus excellently diſcourſe of the 
judgment of God, and of the graces of 
his Holy Spirit? What! you find the 
want of them, and earneſtly defire them, 
as Wand yet you think you are utterly depriv- 
ed of them ! 

« Take this for certain, ſaid he, I want 
the main grace of all, and that which f is 
, * abſolutely neceſſary ; and God doth ma- 

* ny times extort moſt true and ſtrange 
* teſtimonies of his majeſty's juſtice and 

#42 © mercy 
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© mercy, yea, out of the mouths of mere 
= <« reprobates: for even Judas, after he 
bad betrayed his Maſter, was conſtrain- 
dd to confeſs his fin, and to juſtify the 
© innocency of Chriſt ;- and therefore if 
I do the like, it is no new or ſtrange 
© matter. God hath taken faith from 
© me, and left other common gifts, for 
© my deeper condemnation, By how 
© much the more I remember what I had, 
and hear others diſcourte of what they 
have, by ſo much the more is Py tor- 
© ment, in that I know what II want, 


© and know there is no way to be reliey- 
Th ed ! 


Thus ſpake he, the tears all the while 
trickling + mg profeſſing that his pangs 
were ſuch, as that the damned wights 
in hell endure not the like miſery ; that te 
his ſtate was worſe than that of Cain, * th 
or Judas, and therefore he deſired to]! 
die. like 
. Vet beheld, ſaid he, the ſcriptures © 

© are accompliſhed in me, They ſhall ri 
deſire to die, and ſy ſhall uy from in 
85 them.” | : | « {b 

u 5 And 
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And verily he ſeemed exceedingly to 


fear leſt his life ſhould be drawn out yet 


longer, finding no eaſe nor reſt, ever _ 
and anon crying out} O miſerable wretch! 
O miſerable wretch ! Then turning to the 
company, he beſought them in this man- 
ner. 
O brethren! take a diligent heed.to 
your life; make more account of the 
gift of God's s Spirit than I have done. 
Learn to bewail my miſery : think, not 
© you are aflured Chriſtians, becauſe you 
* underſtand ſomething of the goſpel ; 
© take heed you grow not ſecure on that 
ground; be conſtant and immoveable 
ein the maintenance of your profeſſion; 
© confeſs even until death, if you be cal- 
(led thereto; he that loveth father and 
mother, brothers, ſiſters, ſons, daugh- 
© ters, kindreds, houſes,. or lands, more 
© than Chriſt, is not worthy of him. + 
Theſe words, ſaid they, do not ſound 
like the words of a wicked reprobats. 
I do but here imitate, ſaid Spira, the 
* rich glutton in the goſpel, who, though - 
in hell, was careful that his. brethren 
. ſhould not come to that place of tor- 
ment. 
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ment. And I fay to you, brethren, I fro 
© take heed of this miſerable eſtate where. Wit 
in I am. | « tals 

Then turning himſelf to certain young Bre 
men that were preſent, he deſired them]! 
to conceive him aright, har 

] do not ſpeak this, ſaid he, to dero- hin 
gate from the certainty of ſaving faith, tY 
and the promiſes of the goſpel, for they con 
© are moſt ſure ; but take heed of relying aw. 
© on that faith that bet a holy and! © 
c unblameable life, worthy of a believer, 
Credit me, it will fail; I have tried; I 
© preſumed I had gotten the right faith; 
© I preached it to others; I had all places 
in ſcripture in memory, that might ſup- 

© port ĩt; I thought my ſelt ſure, and in 
© the mean time living impioully and care- 
© Jefly, and behold now the judgment of 
God hath overtaken me, not ro correc- 
© tion, but to condemnation.----- And now 
© you would have me to believe, but it 
c will not be; for I feel too late, chat] 
© good things belong only to ſuch as are 
good, whoſe fins are covered with 
© Chriſt's death and blood as with a veil, 

* and guarded with his righteous me rits, 
| from 


n, 
e- 


ng 
em 


from the 
« with a mighty wall, leſt miſcrable-mor- 
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good of God's wrath, even as 
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tals ſhould be ſwallowed up wich the 
« zreatneſs of their fins. But as for me, 
1 have, as it were, wilfully with my 
bands pulled down the ramparts, be- 

* hind which 1 might have reſted in ſafe- 


ty. And now are the ſwelling waters 
come even to my ſoul, and 1 am caſt 
© away ! 


One of his familiar friends chanced to 
lay, that certainly he was overcome with 
Imelancholly; which being overheard, Spi- 
ra an{wered. 

Well, be it fo, replied he, ſeeing you 

will needs have it ſo. Thus alſo is 

God's wrath manifeſted againſt me, in 

that he hath taken from me the uſe of 

my underſtanding and reaſon, ſo as I 

can neither rightly eſteem and judge of 
my diltemper, nor hope of remedy. 
You fee, brethren, what a dangerous 
ting it i3, to ſtop or ſtay in chings that 
concern God's glory ; eſpecially to diſ- 

{emble upon any terms. What a fear- 

ful thing it is to be near, and almoſt a 
« Chriitian 7 
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* Chriſtian 2 Never was the like example 
* to this of mine; and therefore if you |. 5 
© be wiſe, you will ſeriouſly conſider 
* thereof.-----O that God would let looſe 
© his hand from me, that it were with 
© me nov, as in time paſt ! I would ſcorn 
* all threats of the moſt cruel] tyrants, Nreſt 
© bearrorments with invincible reſolu ion, 
glory in the outward profeſſion of Chriſt, Nhare 

still 1 were choaked in the flames, and 
my body contumed to aſhes.” ; 2 

You ſay you are deſperate, O Spira, 
ſaid they, why then do you not ſtrive 
with ſome weapon or other, violently to 
make an en of your lite, as deſperate 
men ule to do ? 

Let me have a {word, ſaid Spira. 

Why, what would you do "wich it! 
quota they. | 

I cannot tell you, ſaid he, what thi 
mind wou'd move me to upon occaſion, 
© or what | would do.” 

They pe: ceiving ſmall effects of all this 
their labuur,bu:raiher that he grew worſe; 
for the avoiding of a cancourſe of people; 


tor every day teldom fewer than twent) Ya 
continued with him; and to ſtop the hy 


. courk 
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le „ courſe of fame, which was continually 
blown abroad of him, they conſulted to 
carry him back again into his own coun- 
try ; and thoſe of his friends that came 
to comfort him, began to take their laſt 
leave of him. Vergerius, among the 
reſt, required, that at their parting, they 
might pray together with him. Spira 
hardly conſented, * as unwillingly pei- 
formed; 

0 For, ſaid he, my heart is eſtranged 
from God; I cannot call him Father 
' from my heart; all good motions are 
quite gone; my heart is full of male- 
diction, hatred, and blaſphemy againſt 
* God; 1 find I grow more and more 
* hardened in heart, and cannot ſtop nor 
T bold myſeif : your prayers for me ſhall 
turn to your own profit, they cannot 
do me any good.” 

Vergerius then came to take his leave 
of him; whom Spira embracing, ſaid, 
Although 1 know that nothing can 

* bring any benefit to me a reprobate; 
Pie but that every thing ſhall tend to my 
* deeper condemnation; yet 1 give you 
1 moſt hear ty thanks for your kind office, 
of 


this 
ion, 


this 
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of the love and good will; and theffonſu 
© Lord return ie umo you, with a plenti-Impat 
ful increaſe of all good.” a he 
The next day being brought down toſ:am! 


his intended journey, by the way, look. od. 
ing round about him, with a ghaſtly look, 
he ſaw a knife, lying on a table, to Which 
he running haſtily, ſnatched hold of ih 
as intending to miſchief himſelf; but his 
friends laying hold of him, ſtopped hin 
in his purpoſe. -Whereupon, with 
indignation, he ſaid, I would [ were a. 
bove God, for 1 know be wall have no mer 
cy on me. 

Thus went he homewards, often fay- 
ing, that he envied the condition of 
Cain and Judas: he lay about eight 
weeks in this condition, in a continua 
burning, neither deſiring, nor receiving 
any thing but by force, and that wichou 
digeſtion, ſo ſpent, chat he appeared 
perfect anatomy, expreſſing to the view 
nothing but ſine ws and bones; vehe 
mently raging for drink; ever pining, 
yet fearful to live long; dreadful of hell 
yet coveting death, in a continual tor 
ment, yet his own tormentor. And thu 


con ſumin 
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the onſuming himſelf with grief and horror, 
ati-jmpatience and deſpair, like a living man 
1 hell, he repreſented an extraordinary 
 tofE:ample of the Juſtice and power of 
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And thus, as far as appeareth, within 
z few days after his arrival at his own 
ome, he departed this preſent life. Yet 
n occaſion to make us remember, that 
ecret things belongs unto the Lord our 
od, but charity to man, to teach him 


o hope all things. 
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IRE LATION 


Of the Fearful Eſtate 
pF 
JOHN CHILD: 


E was born at Bedford, about the 
year 1638, and when he was grown 
UP, put an apprentice to an handicraft 
trade; which, when he came to age, be 
followed for ſometime ; afterwards he 
betook himſelf to another calling ; and 


removed to Newport Pagnel, where he 


lived divers years, married twice, and 
by his laſt wite (of honeſt parentage, and 
good report) he had ſeveral children; af. 
ter his fecond marriage, in appearance 
he increaled in his eſtate. About five 
years ſince he removed to London, and 
in October 1684, he ended his days by 
hanging himſelf in a bouſe be had _—_ 
the 
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the ſpring before in Brick-Lane near 
Spittle- Fields. 1 

He was endued with a competent mea- 
ſure of natural parts, and vivacity of ſpi- 
rit. lu his vouth he applied himſelt to 
the reading and ſtudying of the ſcrip- 
tures, an) attaime] to a greater know 
ledze in matters of religion, than many 
o! his equals in years and education. In 
hie opinion and practice he was for the 

baptiſmn of believers, and conſorted with 
bone of them who are called 1n1bapritts, 
for above twenty years; and for divers 
years, at ſeaſons, exerciſed himſelf iu 
preaching. | 

He was obſerved for fone years be- 
fore his dreadtui fall, to be very remiſs 
in religious exerciſes; and in his ordina- 


ry conver fa ion to freq! 1ent other compa- 


ny thin he had done in former times. 

tic was of a very haughty ſpirit, and 
peremptory in aſſerting his opinions. He 
ſought to exalt himſeif above what be- 
came either his profeſſion, or attaininents. 
All which, when the hand of God was 
heavy upon him, he freely ackuowledg- 


ed, with ſevere charges againit himſelf 
„„ : for 
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for his pride and hypocriſy, as you will 
find 1n the following relation. 

In the year 1682, he publiſhed a ſe- 
cond argument. for a more full and firm 
union amongſt ali good proteſtants; which 
title, it ſeems, was made up of words 
Jofter than oil, yet were they as drawn 
ſwords, and caſt him into tome diſtreſs 
of mind, which he only fi-nified to ſome 
of his intimate acquaintance, that hi; 
mind was perplext for what he had ngre- 
in done. 

About the beginning of July 1684, 
he could not bear or conceal the hor- 
rors of his mind, but ſpake of it to ſame, 
and ſent to ſeveral others of his acquain- 
tance, to come to him, to whom he dil- 
cloſed his miſerable condition, and the 
occaſion thereof, in ſuch manner, as that 
it became publicly known, and occaſion- 
ed great talk, and a daily reſort of a vaſt 
concourſe of people: among the reſt, 
Mr. Dennis bas given the world this nar- 
rative following. 


My 
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M* acquaintance, ſays he, with Mr. 
Child, was about 15 years ſtanding. 
About two years ſince, meeting with a 
book of his, I went preſently and gave 
him a viſit, and found him in his chamber, 
Win a very penſive poſture, and his eyes 
els Bred with tears. He immediately acknow- 
me ledged he was the author of it, and bit- 
his Iterly exclaimed againſt himſelf, that he 
re- wrote it in malice, and by the inſtigation 
of the Devil from very ill principles of 
34, pride, vain glory, and hypocriſy. I quick- 
or- ly found the wound upon his ſpirit was 
nc, Fiery deep, and therefore forbore all ag- 
10- Igravations, and endeavoured to admini- 
lib Iſter ſome ſpiritual relief to him. 
hel After this, in his diſcourſe to others, 
he ſeemed not to have ſo ſharp a ſenſe 
upon his mind; but for ought I could 
dbſerve, the lore continued feſtering in- 
wardly, from the firſt time he refle qed 
upon his publiſhing of that book, to the 
end of his miſerable life; though it brake 
lot out openly till about Joly. 
5 About 
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About Auguſt 1 gave him another 
viſit, and then found him (though naty- 
rally of a ſtrong conſtitution, and lively 
ſpirit) ſo exceedingly ſhaken, that the 
horror of the fight made ſuch deep im- 
preſſions, as I think will, at all ſeaſons, 
recur, and ſet itſelf before me afreſh, as 
long as I live. His ſpeech was very re- 
gular, which diſcovered his memory to 
be good, and that his diſtemper had not 
ſeized his head, but his heart. He free- 
ly diſcovered the grief of his mind, ex- 
preſſing and ſetting forth his condition 
to be moſt deplorable, as having no 
hopes of ſalvation, I laid before him 
with the greateſt tenderneſs, the free- 
neſs and riches of God's grace, chuſing 
to argue from his own former declared 
opinion, againſt the limiting of it, but 
could faſten no word of conſolation, or 
hope upon him. 
With ſome reluctancy he granted me 
liberty to pray with him, but ſaid, 
His ſpirit was ſhut up, he could not pray. 
And whilſt I was praying, he often groan- 
ed ; and after I had ended, told me, 
God 


Eſtate of John Child.” 
God would make him a te 
to this preſent age; and though he was 
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rrible example 


# 


full of benigaity, yet he was alſo a ter- 
rible God, being provoked. 

Theſe expreſſions, and the horror that 
appeared in his eyes, and all parts of his 
body, drew many tears from mine eyes, 
and rendered the ſpectacle ſo dreadful, 
that I cannot ſay (as is reported of one 
that viſited Francis Spira, that he would 
go a thouſand miles to ſee another Spira, 
but on the contrary) I deſire I may ne- 
ver ſee the like ſpeQacie again whilſt I 
live in the world. 

He told me he thought (either in a 
dream, or when he was awake, he could 
not tell which) that I ſhould fay to him, 
if he died the common death of ail men, 
the Lord had not ſpoken by me. I an- 
ſwered, he better knew the temper of 
my ſpirit and principles, than to conceive 
ſuch a thought of me, or that I ſhould 


take up the words of the prophet of God- 


divinely inſpired, and apply them to 
him. But all I could ſay, abated nothing 
of the horror of his ſoul, that I could 
perceive. | 

1 5 Thus 
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Thus Mr. Dennis, who fo earneſtly 
ſolicited him to lay hold on the free grace 
of God, yet he was altogether ſeared and 
ha dened, under the daily prayers and 
efforts of good and gracious men; con- 
t uing {til more defpcrate, to the great 
affl.tion of all his friends and relations, 
who commiſerated his cafe in a tender 
and compaſhonate manner, 
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About the middle of July, 1684, Mr, 
Keach went to ſee Mr, Child, to whom 
Mr. Child owned he was the author of 
the aforeſaid book, with bitter and do- 
lorous outcries ; upbraiding himſelf with 
malice and envy againſt the people of 
God, deſiring him to go up ſtairs with 
him, and then farther ſignified ro him 


his deplorable condition, and what hor- 


ror and anguiſh of foul he lay under, and 
that there was no mercy for him. : 
Soon after Mr. K. was ſent for by him, 
who found him in bed roufins and tum- 
bling up and down in a lamentable man- 
ner, enough to pierce one's heart He 
ſaid ro him,-----Mr. Child, I thought by 
Jour deportment, when you was at my 
houſe, 


lerer 
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ty houſe, the burden was pretty well 1 : 
ce flor to that effect. 
nd! Mr. Child. No, no, my burden is 
nd greater than I can bear. I would fain be 
n- Ilati fied as touching one thing. 
eat Mr. Keach. What is that? 
ns, | Mr. Child. Whether my fin may not 
ler Ibe that againſt the Holy Ghoſt ? 

M. K. I hope and believe it is not. 

Mr. Child. But J wrote the book out 
Ir. Jof malice. 
om Mr. K. There is a great deal of dif 
of Ilerence between doing a thing out of 
o. malice aud prejudice againſt the Lord's 
th people, and acting out of malice againit 
of Chriſt himſelf or doing deſpite to the 
th Spirit of grace, I do not doubt but that 
im Noi had alu vays holy and reverend dread 
\r- Hand reſpect to the name of God, though 
nd Nrou might take up a great offence agaidlt 
one of his people. 
m, | Mr. Child. 1 have often bak the ſe crip- 
n- ture brought to me, Plal. l. 23, 20. 
n- TB pw; 4 thy mouth to evil, and with 
Je 1% tongue thou Te. deceit ; {hou fitteſt 
by end ſpeate/? agairji thy brother, and flan- 
ny ret thy mother”s fan. And of that which 
follows: 
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follows : Conſider this, ye that forget God, 
- leſt I tear you in pieces. 

Mr. Keach. But pray obſerve, though 
you ſhould be guilty of that great evil 
there mentioned, yet there is ground of 
hope, in that you are exhorted to conſi- 
der. And uſed many arguments to per» 


ſuade him to rely on the mercy of God, 


through Chriſt, mentioning that paſſage 
of the prophet David, Forgive me my fn 
for it is great; and how wonderfully he 
had manifeſted apd magnified the artri— 
bute of his mercy, in pardon'ng great 
and bloody ſinnr rs. 

Here Mr. Chill breaking forth into 
bitter tears, cried our, I know that rhe 
majeſty of, heaven is a good and gracious 
being; yer when provoked, (ſtretching 
forth his hands in a irightful manner) 
he is a terrible God. 

Mr. Keach. I think it neceſſary that 
you vetract what you have written in 


tha bo k; for that 1 tink nothing ſhort 


of it, will be a demonſtration of the ſin- 
eeriry of your heart, and proof of the 
truth of your repentance, 
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Mr. Child. I] have begun to write, 
but 1 cannot write, neither have I any 
one of the books. Ba 
Mr. Keach. 1 will ſee and get you one 
of them, and ſend it you. Shall I ac- 
quaint any perſon with, your condition ? 


(mentioning ſome worthy miniſters to 
him, whom he knew Mr. Child formerly 


had a great eſteem for.) 

Mr. Keach, at another viſit, not long 
before his death, perceiving the anguiſh 
of his ſpirit was rather greater than ever, 
aik-d him, Have you not yet any moie 
icht? 

Mr. Child. No, nor never ſhall, 

Mr Keacb. Shall I and two or three 
more, ſuch as you ſhall approve of, come 
and ſpend ſome time in prayer to the 
Lord for you? To which he gave no 
anſwer, though much preſſed to it, 

Mr. Child, at another time faid, I 
have touched the apple of God's eye. 
| am damned. 

Soon af er Mr. Collings went to viſit 
him, and finding him very reſtleſs, Mr. 
Collings ſaid to him, Oh, Mr. Child, I 

= am 
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am come with a defign to ſerve yourftheir 
ſoul, if it lies in my power ! quen 

Mr. Child. God hath been for ſeve. And 
ral years paſt, a tearing my eſtate, curſ-ſeuiſh 
ing and blaſting all I have put my Bandfneve; 
to, and proſpered me in nothing.-----ſagain 
And, in much horror clapping his handfibody 
to his heart, cried, Here it is, and 1 (half M 
mm! ſorro 

Mr. Collings. I am informed your M. 
troubles ariſe from the publiſhing of aſl can 
book, entitled, The ſecond argument fu My 
a more firm union amongſt Proteſtants, voul 
What part of that book troubles youſſof re 
molt 5 M. 

Mr. Child. (Taking up the book nfuce 
his hand, began to read, where he ſays) 
The greateſt number of diſſenters do hold 
principles dangerouſly heretical, and mt 
abommably abuſing the moſt holy and ble 
fed God, &c. But before he could end 
this paragraph, being under extream 2 
gony of mind, and weeping bitterly, put 
the book from him, and ſpake to this ef- is p. 
fect, viz. I have repreſented thoſe ofÞcxt 
_ Calvin's principles beyond whatever they ann 
conceived, ſtrained their opinions hope 
tne 


urfſtheir intentions, and drawn ſuch conſe- 
quences as never were in their minds. 
5e And ſtriking his breaſt with much an- 


rl. Iguiſh, ſaid, Theſe words lie cloſe, I ſhall - 


ndFnever get over this; I writ in prejudice 
—Hagainſt them, calling them a villainous 
ade body of people, which was unjuſt. 


ly Mr. Collings faid, Are you heartily: 


ſorrowful for writing this. 


our Mr. Child. Oh that I could repent! 


al cannot repent. | | 
In Mr. Collings. If it were now to do, 
nts, yould you do it again! The beſt part 
youſſſof repentance is to turn from evil. 

Mr. Child. I know there is in repent- 


« nfkuce three things, conteſſion, contrition, 


ay nd reſtitution. 

500 Mr. Collings. We are not capable of 
moſtFraking God reſtitution; he pardons and 
Juſtifies for his own name's ſake, and 


is people wronged in that book, your 
e off®iext work is to make reſtitution in like 
theyſnanner, by a public recantation. 
yond H 


theit | 


kriſt's ſake; but reſtitution is to be 
ade to our neighbour ; and if you are 
enſible God had been diſhonoured and 
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Mr. Child. This is the opinion of || of 
ſome others alſo, and ] think it ought and 


to be done. And walking about the ue 
rocm, with great horror of foul, ſaid, N 
— ] have been guilty of many evils, I die 


have for ſeveral years lived a very un- 


godly life; neglected family-duty, clo- ten 
ſet · duty, public duty in the church of IU, 
God. I have been greatly guilty of * 
pride, endeavouring to run every man take 
dow in diſpute : I have made this world m 


my God, and been guilty of that idolatry 
in Epheſians v. -I have not been a lit- 
tle guilty of hypocriſy ; I have endea- 
voured by all ways and means to ſhake 
the croſs of Chriſt from off my ſhoulders; 
and I fear J have been guilty of blaſphe- 
my. J have wronged many a poor 
ſoul by writing as | have done; I have 
wiſhed myſelf in their condition, and 
would have given many thuuſands of 
pounds, (had 1 had it) to have been in 
as good a condition, as ſome of them! 
Writ againſt : I have diſcourſed you and 
Mr. B. and Mr. J. and have thought tf * 
run down your opinion by a ſpirit of in- 
ſolency and pride; but the 6 
0 
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of God have followed me; he has rent 
and torn me from theſe things, — and 
now ſhall 1 die; am ſtruck with death. 

Mr. Collings. ©uppoſe you ſhould 
die to night (as we know not how it 
may be with by of us) can you con- 
tenredly fink into the deep 
miſery, without ſtriving for ſalvation ? 
Would you not run to Cariſt ? Strive to 
take ho'd of him, and his purchaſed 
ble ſſedneſs. 

Mr. Child with a very grim counte- 
nance) fund, | thail go to hell, Lam brok- 
en in jud7ment; when 1 think to pray 
either | have a a hing in my face, as if 
] were in a flame, or I am dumb, and 
cannot ſoenk, or elſe I fall aſleep upon 
my knees; a'l the fizns of one whom 
Go haih ef T | forſaken, and Hardened. . 

Mr. Collings. It God ſhould impute 
to you rhe righteouſneſs of Chriſt, would 
it be of any advantage to von? 

Mr. Child. If God would be fo gra- 
cious as to impute Chrift's rig ht2ouſneſs 
to me, it would make me a happy man? 

Mr. Collings Did you da what you 
did, in writing, that book againſt the 
H 2 i Ig 
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72 A Relation of the Fearful 
light of your conſcience, or motions of 
the ſpirit. 

Mr. Child. I think I did not formally 
ſin againſt the light of my conſcience, and 
Spirit of God; yet what I did, was moy- 
ed with malice. with this cheat in my 
heart. It may be it may do them good, 
The night before the book was publiſh- 


of conſcience. 

Mr. Collings. Why did rot you tall 
them in before they were publiſhed ? 

Mr. Child. 1 fell ill upon it, and 
found myſelf more and more entangled 
and enſnared; one door was opened, 
and another door opened to my ruin, as 
it I were a man deſigned for damnait- 
on 


tiſm, conformity, and the then troubles 
which nonconformiſts węre under; he 
ſaid, 

I have abundance of carnal fleſhly rea- 
ſoniugs; I am under the power of unbe- 
lief and diſtruſt : for theſe are my argu- 
ings n me; ſhould I ſtick to the church 
of England, then thoſe I have written a- 
5 Le 


ed, I had ſome reluctancy, and gripes 


Aſter ſome reaſonings about bap- 
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gainſt. would account me the greateſt hy- 
pocrite in the world, to make ſo much 
ado about deſpair, for what I have done 
againſt them : ſhould I leave the church 
of England, and ſtick to the diflen:ers, 
and, with full purpoſe of heart cl-ave 
to the Lord; then, if ever I am taken in 
a meeting, they will have no mercy on 
me, and triumph; This is the man that 
made his recantation ! And rhen ruin me 

to all intents and purpoſes; and I can- 
not bear the thoughts of a croſs, nor a 


priſon. 


Mr. Collings. Two things are eſſen- 
tially neceſſary to the peace of your ſoul; 
with all ſpeed to publith your recantati- 
on; and ſet yourſelf to know the truth 
of God, and to cleave to it. 

Mr. Child, What an aſtoniſhing con- 


ſideration it is for a man to die in this 


condition I am in; to be under horror 
for writing ſuch things, and yet have no 
power ro renounce it; for ſhould I do ſo, 
| ſhould be quickly ruined in my eſtate; 
| had a fancy, the other morning, that 
the ſheriff's officers were coming to ſeize 
all that I had; and about a week ſince 1 


H 3 had 
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had that word, Can thy heart endure, or 
thy hands be ſtrong, in the day I will con- 


tend with thee ? I think I am able to ſa- 


tisfy any atheiſt in che world, that there 
is a God; for I find the arrows of the 
Almighty ſticking in me, and he runneth 
upon me as a lion. 1 thought that I 
could go and fall at the feet of thoſe 1 
have wronged, and beg their forgive- 
neſs, and wiſhed often, Oh that I could 
repent | Oh, that God would waſh me in 
the fountain of his Son's blood ! Oh that 
J had faith that I could believe! 


Mr. Collings, (taking leave of Mr. 


Child) Can you not deſire my prayers ? 
Mr. Child. This is a hard queſtion. 
And after a little pauſe, taking Mr. Col- 
lings by the hand, ſaid, For the ſake of 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, pray for me at 
night, if there be any mercy yet left, 
that I may yet live in the way of mercy, 
Mr, Collings. 
of Mr. Child {till continuing and increaſ- 


ing) What do you think would give you 


relief ? 
Mr. Child. If I were in heaven it 


could not relieve me; for there 1 ſhould 
3 behold 


(Finding the troubles ' 
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behold the face of a holy God, holy 


F ſaints, and faints and angels, as now ! 


behold the face of good men upon earth, 
with ſhame and confuſion of face. 

M. Collings. If God would take 
you in his favour, that would rehieve 
ou. 

Mr- Child. His wrath is come upon 
me to the uttermoſt. 

Mr. Collings. To deſpair reflects up- 
on the ſovereignty of God's grace, 

Mr. Child. For thoſe whoſe day of 
grace is not gone, God will multiply to 
pardon ; but it is too late for me, my day 
Is gone. 

Mr. Collings. Did not you write a 
book before the {econd argument ? 

Mr, Child. I did. 

Mr. Collings. Did not a gentleman 


write ſome animadverſions upon it, by 


way of anſwer, in a manuſcript * EF 
Mr. Child. He did. 


Mr. Collings. Was it a ſo eieht an- 


Iſwer? 


Mr. Child. It was 8 anſwered. 
Mr. Collipgs. Yet you printed this 

book afterwards. EE 
Mr. 
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Mr. Chid. I did. 

After ſome time of calm reaſoning, 
Mr. Child began again to be in a great 
horror, and ſpake to the effect follow. 
in 

Oh, ſaid he, I am one of the greateſt 
hypocrites that ever lived upon the earth, 
and ſhall be ſo accounted ; God hath 
done his will, and will do his will upon 
me.-- The wicked ſhall fall into miſchief, 
and the backſlider in heart ſhall be filled 
with his own ways: He that laith, he 
ſhall have peace, and walketh in the 
imagination of his evil heart, the Lord 
will not ſpare him: but then the anger 
of the Lord, and his jealouſy ſhall ſmoke 
againſt that man. Oh he thunders up- 
on me! Should God let out the ſenſe of 
my ſins on me, as he will, I ſhould howl 
like a dog, roar like a lion, bellow like 
an ox, mine inward part would melt 
within me, as the braſs melts in the flam- 
ing furnace; | ſhall he lower than Judas, 
lower than Judas, I have finned worſe 
than Judas. 

Mr. Collings. You make application 
of curſes in the book of God, but = 

0 


Jof the promiſes ; conſider Ia. lv. Pſal . 
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xxxiv. 5. 


Mr. Child. Promiſes are bread for 


children; they look on him, and were 
liohined ; 1 look unto him and am dark- 
ned ; he knows that I have committed 
ſuch wickedneſs as never hath been done. 

Mr. Collings. Do you not ſometimes 
iv an inclination to pray? 

Mr. Child. Seldom or never ;-----only 
about an our before you came, I went 
about it; but the end was diſmal, that 
day you were here with Mr. W. I at- 

onpted it three times, but could do no- 
t. n; . 

Mr. Coll ings. Shall I pray for you? 

Nir, Child, No, no; it is too late: 
neicher men nor angels can relieve me. 

Mr. Collings. Job faith, Though be 
flay me, yet I will truſt in him, 

Mr. Child. Abou: two months ſince 


I thought 1 had comfort and relief from 


thence; but now 1 cannot truſt in him. 
God faith he will deal in a ſingular man- 


ner with me here on earth, and in hell 


alſo. 


After- 
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Afterwards quoted againſt himſelf thoſe 
expreſſions, Heb x. 20. For if we fin 
wilfully after that we have received the 
knowledge of the truth, there remains no 
more ſacriſice for ſin, 2 Pet. ii. 20, 21, 22. 
For if after they have eſcaped from the 


filthineſs of the world, through the acknow. 


ledging of their Lord and Saviour Feſus 
Chrift, are yet entangled again therein, and 
overcome, their latter end 1s worſe than the 
beginning. For it had been better for then 
not to have acknowledged the way of righ« 
teouſnejs, than after they have &n9wn it, ta 
turn from the holy commandin2nts given un- 
to them, But it is come unto them accord. 
ing to the proverb; the dog is returned to 
Bis own ve mit, and the jow that was 
waſhed, tothe waliowing in the mire. And 
Mr. Child faid, when lam faint and low, 
I now take loinewhat to refreſh me, but 
in hell there is no refreſhment, not 2 
drop of water to coo! my tongue. I won- 
der that my head (Hough it do not ach) 
doth not burit :funder, ic 1s filled with 
diſma} cog:iauous, 
Mr. Collings, with one Mr. R. geve 
| Mr. 


till. 
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Mr. Child al- Other viſit, and Mr. R pur 
him upon ſaying the Lord's prayer. 

Mr. Child. 1 have thought of that, 
but I dare not = it for theſe reaſons ; 


I. -iſt, I cannor call God Father. 2dly, 


cannot ſay, Thy will be done. 3dly, I 
cannot ſay, Forgive me my treſpaſſes, as 
| forgive them that treſpaſs againſt me. 
—— -All that 1 have, added he, is curſed 
to me; I cannot give n for wang I 
eat or drink. 

Mr. Collings. Have you a deſire to be 
ſaved ? 

Mr. Child. Yes, upon my own terms, 
and not according to God's. 

It was then aſked Mr. Child, What 
thoſe terms Were !---—--- But he would 
make no anſwer, 


About October the twelfth, he was 
again viſited by ſome of his friends, whom 
the rumour drew thither. 

Says one of them, Mr. Child, the 
laſt time 1 faw yov, you faid that you 
had a perzdventure to depend upon, 
and that was all; I hope you have that 


No, 


oY 
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No, all is gone! added he, with a 
doleful voice. 

Is God gone, and Chrit gone? ſaid 
his friends. 

All is gone! Tam undone : ? replied 
he. 

We hope. the Lord will return again, 
ſaid they. 

You cannot hope ſo concerning me, 
added he. 

Why, where Chriſt begins a good 
work, he will perfect it, cried they. 

Yes, he replied, if I had any; but 
all is gone, if ever I had any. 

Then ſaid they, you would do well, 
Mr. Child to uſe the means of grace, 
and frequent the ſociety of God's peo- 
ple, and deſire their prayers, though you 
ſay you have no mind to pray nor deſire 
their prayers, yet if you go among them, 
you know not what God may do for you. 
Conſider 2 Kings vii. 4. 

I have been ſo great a ſinner, ſaid 
he, againſt God, and the people of 


4 God, that God will have no mercy for 


me. 


If 


I. 


out © 


to h 
ſtren 
ple, 

pa 
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af If, ſaid his friends, God bring you 


out of this condition, it may be more to 


to his honour and glory, and to your 
ſtrengthening and eſtabliſhing of his peo- 


ple, than all you have done in times 


paſt, 
He ſaid no more to them but this, God 


vill glorify himfelf by me, and make 


but. 


ell, 
ce, 
eo- 
you 
ſire 
em, 
ou. 


ſaid 
of 
for 


If 


me an example for the ſtrengthening and 


eſtabliſhing of his people; but it ſhall 
end in my deſtruction. 


Then they with great ſorrow with- 


drew, finding ſociety did but trouble and 


diſcompoſe him the more: nor could his 
ſtare be rendered worſe almoſt than at 
that time : his wife with grief owning, 
that often in the night the very ends of 


his hair ſtood in drops through the an- 


guiſn of his ſpirit, continually crying 
out againſt the book, Mc. 
time he was viſited by Mr. E. P. be- 


Iween whom was this following confe- 


rence. 


When he came into the room he la- 
mentably cried out, O that I might be 


Ja good man! But there is no hopes for 
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me; it is now too late; 1 am the great. 
eſt hypocrite 3 10 nature. relt, 

Mr. E. P. I pray you, Mr. Child, in-. M 
ſtance in particulars. 

Mr. Child. I have been a dreadful} . ." 
hypocrite in offering repentance, when 
1 had none. 

Mr. E. P. I am a ſtranger to any re- 
pentance you offered. 

Mr. Child. I have pretended ſuch af, ) 
thing, though you know it not. 

Mr. E. P. Do you intend any repent- 
ance you have offered for the printing 
and publiſhing that book ? 

Mr. Child. Yes. 

Mr. E. P. It ſeems you c:nfeſs you 

ought to repent of the publiſhing tha 
book. 
Mr. Child. Yes : it requires that re 
pentance that 1 ſhall never be able tc 
give. 
Then a ſtander by replied, Do you 
think, Mr. Child, that God is able to par- 
don you? 

Mr. Child. No. 

Mr. P. What is your reaſon : 1 


Ie. Cn. ern in d 0 
| wrath 
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wrath, that I ſhall not enter into his 
reſt. 

; Mr. P. How do you know that he 
hath ſo ſworn concerning you? f 
full. Mr. Child. (Setting himſelf. down 
hen kid)! -vofels a man ſhould not affirm 
thit Wc he hath no reaſon for. 
Bat role up as one diſcontented, and 
gave no further anſwer. | 

hz Mr. b. I pray you let me be more 
[inwardly acquainted with the ſtate of 


ent. your ſoul ? 
ling Mr. Child. The wrath of God 1 
kindled, and burns within me.-----lt is 


impoſſible for you to imagine my tor- 
ment; and this is but an earneſt penny 
of my eternal damnation.--------1 have 
guilt enough upon me to tink {eventeen 
kingdoms, and 1 know the earth would 
open its mouth, and ſwallow me up 
alive, like Corah, Darhan, and Abiram, 
were it not that God hath reſerved me 
to be a more public ſpectacle of his an- 
ger and diſpleaſure, both to angels and 
men. God hath taken away my talent, 
and the influence the divine Spirit hath 
hi altogether left me; I can neither pray, 
12 nor 


you 
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nor deſire others to pray for me; my 
heart is perfectly hardened. 
Mr. P. Could you wiſh that theſe that 


have an intereſt in God, ſhould improve 
it for you? 

Mr. Child. How ſhould I, when ! 
cannot deſire Jeſus Chriſt to pray for 
me? 1 am now out of hopes, for the 
prayers of the godly are recorded 2. 
gainſt me. (Floods of tears flowing from 
his eyes.) Dear bought experience hath 
taught me, that it is not a ſmall thing to! 
trifle with the great concerns of religion. N 
and eternity, as moſt men account it diſp 
I have made a god of this world, andſ der. 
neglected God and Jeſus Chriſt; and - 
therefore theſe things are juſtly comeſ don 
upon me. den 

I have been a looſe and carnal fo. 
profeſſor ; and if ] were in the place of. 
God, 1 ſhould mete the fame meaſure ſerv 
that God doth to me. My calamity is _ N 
even at the door, and all men in a lit ſuck 
tle time will juſtity God's dealing with Juſt 


me. e 
dr. P. 1 may row yourſelf in You 
thete things. Jou 


Mr. 
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Mr. Child. (Evading farther diſ- 


courſe) you ſhall have the full account 
of it in print. 

His wife ſaid, Who ſhall print it? 

Mr. P. replied, | ſuppoſe he intends 
ſome ſignal impreſſion by divine vea- 
geance. 

Mr. Child. Though what you have 
ſaid is true, yet is not what I intended; 
for 1 have reſolved to give the world 
an account of my condition in a printed 
paper. 

Mr. P's friend, that is an humbling 
I diſpenſation, that you are exerciſed un- 
der. 

Mr. Child. An bunibling diſpenſa- 
tion do you call it! 1 tell you it is har- 
dening diſpenſation, and I feel it to be 


ſo. 


Mr. P. I hope there is mercy yet re- 
ſerved for you. 


Mr. Child. 1 know 1 ſhall have mercy, 
Iſoch as the damned have. I do highly 
juſtify God in his dealings with me. 

Another then preſent, cried out, 0 
your juſtifying the dealings of God with 
you, is a good ſign. 


2 Mr. 
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Mr. Child. God can open the mouths 
of reprobates to juſtify his proceedings, 
Mr. P. 1 hope that God will appear in 
a way of mercy to your ſoul, if you ſin- 
cerely and heartily apply yourſelf to him, 


Mr. Child. The moſt judicious men 


know, that I am a damned and loſt man, 

Mr. P. (Walking with him in the 

fields) You ſeem now to be more ſettled 
in your mind. 
Mr. Child. Though no conſideration 
can yield me peace or comfort, yet the 
violence of my toi ments admits of ſome 
intermiſſions; and therefore J am not ſo 
ſenſibly afflicted at all times, if I had 
but ſuch a ſenſe of my ſin, as I ought to 
have, I ſhould burſt aſunder, or, like Ju- 
das, uſe extremity towards myſelf, 

Mr. P. What mean you by that paſ- 
ſage (blaſpheming his tabernacle) in your 
letter to Mr, J. 

Mr. Child. By it 1 intended reproache 
ing and ſcandalizing the church. 

Mr. P. (Taking the letter our of his 
pocket) Do you own the contents of this 
er? 


Mr. 
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Mr. Child. Yes, and it was written 
by me, as with the pen of a ready writer : 


------] would fain believe, but all power 


is taken away from me. 

Mr. P. I have diſcourſed with Mr. 
M. about your caſe, and it is his opi- 
nion, that a recantation is yovr fir{t ſtep, 
in order to peace in your mind, and 
ſpoke it with much concern for your 
ſoul. | | 

Mr. Child. (Shedding many tears, 
and expreſſing a paſſionate inquiry) Is 
this true, that he is concerned for me ? 
By which expreſſion, with the manner, 
of it, Mr. P. collected, that it gave ſome 
eaſe to the mind of Mr. Child, to have 
his condition entertained in ſuch a mini- 
ſter's thoughts. | 

This was the ſum of all Child's diſ- 
courſe at that time, which left him {till 
beclouded, and diſtracted in his under- 
ſtanding, but not without ſome intermiſ- 
ſions: but as the ſervants of God are 
always ready to relieve the diſtreſſed, ſo 
Mr. Child wanted not the company of 
good and gracious ſouls to condole his 


caſe, and adviſe with. Soon after Mr. 
| P's 
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P's taking his leave, {-vera] friends came, 
and one of them aſked him, How is it 
with you, Sir? 

am in great confuſton and diſorder 
in my ſpirit, ſaid he, I have ſinned againſt 
ſo much grace, that I am without hopes 
of receiving mercy. 

Oh, ſaid they, if yeur trouble is in 
reſpec of the book which you have 
written, whereby you have done ſo much 
injury to the ſuffering people of God, 
the beſt way we can adviſe you to, is to 


| free your conſcience from guilt, will be 


to make your repentance and recanta- 
tion as public as your fin is, John vii. 19, 
He replied, I muſt confeſs I ſtand 
greatly indebted to the public, but I am 
ſo confuſed in my mind; that when I 
think of doing it, I can do nothing. 
There are three things which are a great 
burden to me; my fin againſt God, 
which is unpardonable, by ſin againſt 
God's people ; and another thing. 
What is thar ether thing ? cried they, 
to which he made no anſwer, Do you 
think that impardonable fin you mention- 


ed, is the fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt ? 
] can- 


ne, 
s it 


der 
inſt 
pes 
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J cannot tell, ſaid he. 3 
Was what you did, done maliciouſly 

againſt God, Chriſt, and the Holy Spi- 

rit, and God's people, ſaid his friends? 

He replied, No. 

Then, acded they, it may comfortably 
be concluded, you have not ſinned that 
ſin, and therefore you may take encou- 
ragement from the comfortable words of 
Chriſt, viz. that all other fins and blaſ- 
phemies may be forgiven you: conſider 
the inſtances of David, Manaſſeh, Peter, 
Paul, and the Jews, who were guilty of 
crucifying our Saviour, and imprecated 
the guilt of his blood upon their chil- 
dren, to whom yet our Saviour in his 
rich mercy commands his diſciples firſt 
to preach the goſpel. Is your condition 
worſe than theirs? It may be your en- 
deavours heretofore, too much to ad- 
vance free-will, and the power of his 
creature, may be one reaſon why the 
Lord permitted you, thus to fall. 

You have hit it, Sirs, cried he, I once 
thought there was a power 1n man, but 
now | find it otherwiſe, for I cannot pray; 
the Lord hath taken away the gitt of 
prayer 
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prayer from me. have no deſire 
after any thing tnat is good, I cannot re- 
pent. | 

O, ſaid they, Chriſt is exalted to be a 
Prince and a Saviour, to give repentance 
and remiſſion of ſins.— Shall- we now 
pray for you? 

He anſwered, Ves. | 

Then one of the company prayed ; 
and upon parting, Mr. Child thanked 
them for their viſit, and ſaid to this 
effect All this will make agaiaſt 
me. 

Then ſome more company came, and 
ſaid to him, (as phyſiciaus viſiting their 
patients, fo friend; one that is wounded 
in ſpirit, enquir what is the cauſe of his 
grief.) We pray you decl.ire your miad 
herein.----T'o this tor about half an hour 


they could obtain no auſwer, adding, that 


Paul endeavoured to recover ſuch agen 
as had fallen from an article of taith, 
without which they could not be faved, 


and counſelled others in meekneſs to in- 
ſtruct thoſe that oppoſe themſelvex, if 
God peradventure. would give them re- 
pentance to the acknowiedgment 0; * 

truth. 


abundantly, and he faid) 
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tru'h, What do you think of Spira's 
condition? 

Spira' s condition, ſaid he, was nothing 
to mine; for wrath is come, and coming 
on me to the utmoſt, becauſe 1 have 
forſaken that which 1 have believed to 
be true; to embrace that which I knew 
to be falſe, through {laviſh fear to keep 
myſelf from fſufferings.-- -I ſought to be 
great in the world, but God croſt me there- 
in in all my deſizns : : and fince the hand 
of God hath been upon me, my ſpirit 
hath often- times riſen ag inſt God, that 
g1ve me nouriſhment by food and ſleep. 
(And looking to the cieling, ſaid,) I ſee 
as it were a little light, through a cran- 
ney, or cr: vice, as if | would deſire to 
pray. (Then tears came down his cheeks 
If it would 
pleaſe God to manifeſt himfelf to me, I 
ſhould be ſuch a monument of mercy as 
never was in the world, to be a warning 
to all others. 

Then they added, it is the apoſtle's 
connſel, that we confeſs our faults one 
to another, and prav one for another, 
that we may be healed. 

: He 
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He replied with tears in his eyes, 1 
cannot get this baſe heart to open itſelf 
farther. 

Then they preſſed him, ſaying, Shall 
we pray for you? 

No, no, no, cried he. 

It is defired, ſaid they, you would ſet 
down in writing tne heads of your chief 
trouble. 

To which he anſwered, I did write 
ſomething to that effect; but when 1 had 
done, I deſtroyed it; and here he left 
off, and ſaid no more. 

A while after he was again viſited by 
Mr. R. and ſome others, to whom he 
faid, I had a turn in my ſpirit the laſt 
week, as a refult of that warm diſcourſe 
I had with you and Mr. Collings, con- 


92 


cerning the eminency and fovereignty4 


of the grace of God, but is now gone 
again. 

Mr. R. Implore again the throne of 
grace. 

Mr. Child. I regard iniquity in my 
heart, and God will not hear my prayer. 
(And faid to another) If God ſhould ſend 
all 
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an angel from heaven to inform me, I 
ſhould not believe it. 

Crying our, OI cannot pray. 

Mr. W. How can you ſo long as you 
have a lie in your right-hand ? Retra& 
what you have done publicly, or elſe 
you cannot expect to have an heart to 

ray. 

; Mr. Child, {To Mrs. M.) How deplo- 
rable a thing 1s this, that I who have 
preached ſo much of the glory of another 
work ſhould now be deprived of it all ? 

----- You will as ſurely ſee me damned, 
as you now ſee me ſtand here. | 

Mrs. M. Have you no intermiſſion ? 
---.---Do ſuch thoughts always attend 
* ? | 


Mr. Child. 1 have KHocemilion ſome- 


C times. 


Mrs, M. Do So think that God 


cannot ſave you ? | 
Mr. Child. Yes he can; or elſe 1 * 
might deſire to be in hell immediately. 5 
Mrs. M. Do you think God will not 
ſave you? 


Mr. Child. 1 cannot believe that he 


will. 
K Mrs. 


* 
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Mrs. M. What is the cauſe of all this 
trouble ? 

Mr. Child. That curſed book. 

Being at one Mr. C's, in diſcourſe con- 
cerning Francis Spira, Mr. Child ſaid, 
1 am an hundred times a greater ſinner 
than Spira, a thouſand times ten thou- 
ſand times, yea an hundred thouſand 
times a greater ſinner than he. 

Mr. C. Do you love me? 

Mr. Child. 1 love you. (And taking 
Mr. C. by the hand, ſaid) I conjure 
thee by the eternal God, that thou 
take care of my wife and children, I 
would give ten thouſand worlds for a 
God, and often----Oh what an ungodly 
family have I! Husband cannot pray, 
wite cannot pray, children cannot pray, 


ſervants cannot pray! While others are 


ſerving their God, we do nothing. 
Other friends giving him a viſit, aſked 
if they ſhould pray with him? . 

Mr. Child. No, it is too late. - 


The company of good men are a burden 


to me. 
They preſt him to * repentance 
for 
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for his book that had cauſed him ſo much 
trouble. 

Mr. Child, I ſometime thought fo 
to do; but IJ am ſo contuſed and con- 
founded in my mind, that 1 know not 
what to do; 1 can do nothing to ur- 
pulſe. 

Mr. L. (Offeriog him ſome good 
counſel, and he returning no anſwer, 
1a d) Do you think what I ſpeak is in- 
ji.,uiticant? Is there no weight in what 
we ſay? 

Mr. Child. There is not only enough 
in what you fay to raiſe a man from earth 
to heaven, but from hell to heaven, 
unieſs ſuch a one as l, who have an 
heart of a Devil.------ | have no heart to 
read or pray ; all good is departed from 
me. | 

Mr. Child being aiked how it was 
with him, anſwered, very ill. 

Mr.-M. Mean you in body or nund ? 

Wuhereat he walked up and down the 
room very diſconſolate, looking much 
downward. 

Mr. M. * Why do you look ſo 
much downward ? Look up, for ſalva- 
DD > tion 
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tion is not from beneath, but from a- 
bove. 

Mr. Child replied, N look up- 
wards, but J cannot.------ To another he 
ſaid, that helliſh bock would ruin him in 
body and ſqul. 


Another ſaid, the learned Dr. Twiſſe 


in his Vinditie Grotiæ, confeſſes there 


were depths in the controverſy between 
Calviniſts and Arminians, which he could 
not fathom, yer he believed the truth 
againſt the Arminians- 

Mr. Child. Oh! I thought I could 
have dived to the bottom of it, by parts, 
but 1 ſee I cannot !------And then, and 
at many other times, ſaid, -I am broken 
in judgment; I have no conſiſtency in 
myſelf; I am loſt; there is no hope, no 
hope. 

Another friend, preſent with him, 
had mentioned and turned to Proverbs 
1. 25, 26. Te have ſet at nought all 
my counſel, and would none of my reproof; 
J alſo will laugh at your py, 1 will 
mock when your fear cometh. 


Mr. Child took the Bible, put his 
finger 


Et ſtate of Fohn Child. & 
finger on the place, ſhewed it to has and 
ſaid, That's my portion. 

Mr. P. Speaking to Mr. Child con- 
cerning redemption and forgiveneſs, thro' 
fairh in the precious blood of Chriſt, 
and exhorting him to truſt to it, Mr. 
Child anſwered, 

O I cannot reach it! I cannot come 
at it !------Again, with a deep ſigh, faid, 
The black tokens of reprobation are up- 
on me. | 

Mr,------ You are obliged to ſtoop to 
the ſovereignty of God. 

Mr. Child, Oh, I cannot, I would 
be above him! Oh that there ſhould 
be an eternal bleſſed being, and | ſure 
never to enjoy him ! That there ſhould 
be an eternal wrath and puniſhment, 
and I ſure to fall under it l [ ſhalt 
be an eternal monument of the wrath of 
GudF 

Thus he ſpun his thread of life, with 
great reluctancy, fear, horror, torment, 
and anguiſh; and what is worſt of all, 
in deſpair of the mercy of God; fo that 
he became an object, not only of pity, _ 

. but 
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but for atheiſts to ſtand and admire, 
and tremble at: and ſo he lived, con- 
temning the advice of divines and phy. 
ſicians, until the 15th of October, 1674, 
when he moſt miſerably became his 
own murderer, by hanging himſelf in 


don. 


his dwelling-houſe, in Spittal-Fields, Lon- 


Irre 


N 
H E 
Irreligious LIFE, and miſerable DEATH ; 

6 
Ms. GEORGE EDWARDS, 


Late of Stratford by Bow, in the Coun- 
ty of Eſſex, who murdered himſelf, 


Jan. 4th, 1703-4. | 


T HE following relation being. in it- 
| ſelf ſo full a teſtimony of God's 
judgment upon atheiſm and infidelity, 
we hope the reader will beware of a 
looſeneſs in religion, and the offices of a 
Chriſtian, that this land, where the goſ- 
pel flows like milk and honey, may ne- 
ver produce the like terrible inſtance, as 
this Edwards among us, of whom I am 
going to pive the following account. 

As for his birth it was at Plaiſtow, in 


the year 1661, where he was educated 


by his parents with ſomething of ſtrict- 


neſs, 
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neſs, until he arrived to the years of 
maturity, when he married a young gen- 
tlewoman of a good fortune, and a ver- 
tuous and godly diſpoſition, His father 


dying, left him a competent eſtate, with 


which for ſeveral years, he carried on 
his trade with great diligence, and ap- 
peared to be one of good natural * 
in all his converſation. 


--------As to his religion, he profeſſed 
none ; and that which he ſeemingly ad- 
hered to, was of the church of England, 

to which he very ſeldom reſorted. 

He had, no doubt, kept company 
with ſome modern atheiſts, which at firſt 
ſtaggered him, and threw himſelf upon 
a belief, that all things came by nature, 
and that what Chriſtians call the provi- 
dence of God, was purely accident and 
chance,------ Theſe notions thus imbibed, 
led him to a voluptuous and ſenſual life; 
and conſequently devored him to an a- 
theiſtical converſation. 


His mind thus confuſed, muſt needs 
meet with a hurry of diſtra&ed thoughts, 


which, indeed was too viſibly ſeen in 


him 
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Ihim, by his pious wife, after he had 


daily ſlept off the fumes of exceſſive 
drinking. 

In this courſe of life he Sends a conſi- 
derable time, to the great grief of his 
godly wife, who then lay under a great 
uneaſineſs for the welfare of his immor- 
tal ſoul. 

In the year 1698, his pious conſort 
grew fo reſtleſs at the thoughts of his 
deplorable condition, that ſhe reſolved 
to conſult ſome divine about him. In 
order thereto, (he thought none more 
proper to unboſom her thoughts to, 
than that eminent divine, the Reve- 
rend Mr. John Smith, vicar at Weſtham, 
2 man ot extenſive charity, and great 
learning. 

And ſince this painful divine has giv- 
en the world a large account of this tra- 
gedy, in a book lately printed by Mr. 
Brown, without Temple-Bar, we ſhall 
not pretend to give any other relation 
of this miſerable man, than what is 
owing to the ſaid book, for which the 


world muſt be indebted ro Mr. Brown, 


who, through a deſire of good, A 
rou ily 
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rouſly gave leave to our publiſhing it in 
this manner. 

To proceed then, we will begin with 
the firit diſcovery of Mr. Edwards's 
caſe, in the Reverend Mr. Smith's own 


Words. 
ove the year 1698, his Wife 
came to me, Jamenting his caſe, and 
deſi ing that I would take fome conve- 
nient time to diſcourſe with him about 
his opinions.------- I told her, I would. 
And, a few months after, diſcourſed 
him in my garden to this effect: 

Mr. Edwarde, 1 hear you have em 
braced ſome very odd opinions. It 1 
ſaid, you do not believe there is an) 
God, or that we have immortal fouls 
Is it fo, or not? 1 (ball diſcover nothin 
to your prejudice, but endeavour to ſati 
ty you if I can, 

He anſwered, he bad ſuch thoughts 
for he believed, all things came by na 
ture, and that when he died, therg wa 
an eud of us; and that things were ii 
the world, as they always had been, anc 
ſo they would continue for ever. 


J aske 


C » 8 ” 
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J asked him, what he meant by na- 
ture? And ſaid to him, Look upon theſe 


plants; they muſt have a maker, they 


could not come of themſelves; and do 
not you ſee great wiſdom and contrivance 
in the various colours, and curious com- 
poſure of the parts of every one of them? 
It is impoſſible that they ſhould be the 
effects of chance, or of a blind principle; 
and therefore, if by nature, you mean an 
univerſal power, or being, that acts with 
I wiſdom and goodneſs, it is but another 
name for God, 

As to your ſaying, that things are in 
the world as they always have been; do 
not you ſee, that there is in the world 
a continual ſucceſſion of cauſes and ef- 
fects? Is it not plain, that. nothing can 


make irfelf ? Is it not viſible every day, 


that one thing proceeds from another ? 
Thar your fon is begotten by you, as 
you Were by your father? And, that 


none of your progenitors was any more 
J able to make himſeif, than you were to 


m:ke yourſelf ?' From whence it clearly 
tohows, that there muſt have been one 
iſt in every kind, There muſt have 

been 
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been a firſt man formed by the ſupreme 
being; and conſequently things are not 
in the world as they always were, but 
had beginning from God, the independ. 
ent cauſe and Creator of all; 
they muſt have an end, ſince the ſame 
God, has declared they ſhall, and there- 
fore will not continue for ever, as they 
—_ 
Then I ſaid, As to yourſelf, Do you 
think there is nothing about you but 
fleſh, blood, and bones ? 

He anſwered, No, not he. 

I asked, what is that which thinks 
and contrives; conſiders and examines; 


which argues and diſputes, ©'c. Is this 


nothing but matter? 


He ſaid, he could not tell, he thought 


not. 

Upon which I lent him > bee of 
Dr. Scot, about the being of God, and 
the ſhort method with the deiſts, deſired 
him to peruſe them carefully, and ſo we 
parted. But in a few weeks he return- 
ed with them again, and ſaid, I have read 
them all over, they are as well Written 
as ſuch books can be; the authors of 

them 


and if ſo, 


Ot 
ut 
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vince me; I cannot believe. I ſaid, a- 
mong other things, What do you think 
of ſcripture ! Do not you believe the 
truth of that ? 


Hah, replied he, grant that, and grant 


all. If ſcripture be proved to be of 


divine aurhority, then all your religion 
follows, and all doctrines are 2 ac- 
countable. 

Then ſaid I, What have you to ſay 
againſt the antiquity and divine authori- 


ty of the holy ſcriptures, which have 


been delivered to us with ſuch an unani- 
mous and conſtant tradition of its divine 
original, that it was written in thoſetimes, 
and by thoſe inſpired perſons it pretends 
to? 

He ſaid, There were many impoſtors 
in the world; —— - that the books of 
ſcripture might be written in dark times, 
and fo get authority by degrees. Be- 
ſides, continued he, the Proteſtants and 
Papiſts, Lutherans and Calviniſts, accuſe 
one another of corrupting the ſcripture, 
and of many faults in their tranſlations 
and he could not tell what was true. 


L | I told 
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I told him, that theſe were mere con- 
jectures and cavils; that though ſeveral 
parties accuſed one another only of 
faults in their tranſlations; the original 
Hebrew and Greek could not be proved 
to have been corrupted ; that our Eng- 
liſh tranſlations were as exact as any ex- 
tant; and that the Bible, though ſome 
of it was near 4000 years ſtanding, had 
all the characters of truth and ſincerity, 
and was handed to us with all the proots 


and evidence of its truth, that a writing 


was capable of, Oc. 

And here If began to examine what 
led him to theſe atheiſtical opinions. Up- 
on which he replied haſtily, Why, there 


is ſcarce any 1 ſee that believes it;. 


for, it people did really believe theſe 9 


things, would they live as they do? If 


ſuch and fuch zealous diſſenters did in- 
decd believe hat there was a God, and 


judgment to come, would they be io falſe 


and knaviſh ſo hypocritical and walici- 


ous, implacable and uncharitable, facti— 
ous and worlcly ? It ſuch and ſuch con- 


ſlant church-wen did in truth believe 
their creed, would they be ſo intempe- 


rate 
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rate and profane; ſo ſenſual, debauch- 
ed, and covetous ? For my part, if 1 be- 
lieved there was a God; that the ſcrip- 
tore is his word ; that our fouls are im- 
mortal; and thar there is an heaven and 
an hell, I ſhould live quite otherwiſe, 
Tunis, I contels, was a ſmart and ſurpriz- 
ing anſwer, and bears very hard upon 
wicked men of all parties, whoſe unchri- 
ſtian lives contradi the holy faith they 
profeſs.------But having anfwered him to 
this, and brought him to confeſs, that 
there were ſome profeſſors of the Chri- 
itian religion, whoſe life and converſa- 


tion were aorecable to their profeſſion, 


and that thoſe who did not live up to it, 


would be angry if he ſhould ſay, _ 


believed no God, &c. 

Among other qv»effions, ſaid J, pray 
what books do you read? JI am afraid 
ſome bad authors have put theſe notions 
into your head. 


He nid, No, T have very 209d bol - 
among t the reſt, Judge Hale's origina⸗ 


tion of mankind, and "bihop* 'Wilkins's 


natural religion. 
_ L 4 


1 heſe 
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Theſe, ſaid I, are very good books; 
read them attentively and impartially, 


I do not doubt but they will give 
ſatisfaction. 


have read them, ſaid he, and there 


is abundance of learning in them, but 
it does not convince me. 


] 


told him, he wuſt be content with 


ſuch evidence as the nature of things 


Will 


bear, Oc. After which, 1 ſaid, 


pray to God to enlighten your mind; 


bur, 


Pray. 
a dejected look, and then took his leave. 


—— recalling myſelf, how can you 
, that do not believe? He gave me 


The firit Sunday in Sept. 1700, he 


came to the communion with his brew- 
ers frock, and dirty neckcloth, unknown 
to me at firſt ; he ſnatched the bread 


out of my aſſiſt ant's hands and ſtood. up, 
I pointed to him to knee!, which he did, 
ſaying, Muſt I kneel . When I came with 


the cup 
' ſuddenly caught hold of the cup, and 


to theſe words, [ Drink this] he 


cried, 90 I will, VF it be good, and would 


have drank it all, 


This action ſtruck me with horror. When 
commu- 


had not I hindered. 
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communion was over, he carried away 
two books from the communion rails, 
and threw them into an hedge, but af- 
terwards gave them to the owner. 

The next day I went to him and re- 


proved him to ſuch a degree, that he 


muttered, bluſhed, and appeared diſor- 
dered. In the evening he came to ne, 
and acknowledged his fault, and ſeemed 
ſorry for it. But perceiving him ſtill ro 


ſtick to his former opinions, I deſired 


him to write down what objections he 
had, that I might anſwer them ; to which 


The conſented, and fo parted. 


On the oth of Sept. 1700, Mr. Ed- 
wards brought me a paper written with 
his own hand, which treated, Of the be- 
ing, or not being of God ; "the eternity of 
the world, and, The origination, and eter- 
nity of man. At the latter end of which, 
was his own belief, viz. That the world 


is eternal, and of matter exiſting without 


any more power than matter and motion; 
and that all men go to their mother, 2 
earth, and there end. 

To which paper, I writ him an anſwer, 
Sept. 18. 1700, in which I treated him 
2 with 


— 
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with all the tenderneſs and plainneſs 1 


could. Upon this 1 was told that he had 
been heard to ſay, An ATHEIST ! I ds 
not believe there 1s really any ſuch perſon, 
for there is no man of ſenſe, who conſiders 
things, but muſt acknowledge a deity, 

Bur he was only brought to that fear- 
ful {tate, to fear and tremble; and, to 
drive away ſuch thoughts, addicted him- 
ſelf to lewd aud vicious courſes, and 
kept company with baſe women, and 
had gotten the foul diſeaſe. 

Not long after this, he was queſtioned 
before the honourable Sir G. N. upon 
the account of a naughty woman, who 
was {een to go into his houſe one Sunday, 
when all his family was at church, but 
never ſeen to come out again, as if he 
had murdered and hid her ; but as this 
went no farther, we will leave it, and 
return to him, who continued to run on 
in infidelity, impenitence, and drunken- 
neſs. In his drink he was mad, and 
out of it, in a melancholy deſpairing con- 
dition, nn all the endea- 


vours 
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vours his relations and others uſed for 
his converſion. f 

Thus he hurried away his precious 
time, till his eſtate became mortgaged, 
and his affairs ran backward; the thoughts 
of which, with the horrors of conſcience 
tor diſowning his Maker, and living a 
profane, debauched life, threw him into 
extream deſpair, with a convinced under- 
ſtanding, bur void of faith, 

Thus he continued till the beginning 
of January 1703-4, when having ſat up 
all day on Saturday at an alshouſe, he 
kept on Sunday at home, in his melan- 
cholly humours, as he uſed to be after 
drinking. On the Tueſday following 
he bid his wife go to Bow, about the 
conceras of their brewhoMe there : in 
the mean time he {hut himſelf up in a 
chamber, kindled a fire, and prepared 
things for his moſt unnatural and wicked 
deſign upon his own life. When his 
wife came home about noon, ſhe went' 
up to the chamber-door, and knocked; 


after a while he aſked, Who is there? 


Che anſwered, It is |; Will you come 
dowa to dinner ? He ſaid, No, child; go 


| down, 
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down, I cannot eat to-day, She went 
down, and after a while ſent up the 
maid, and bid her look in, if ſhe could, 
and lee what he was doing. The maid 


went up, and juſt as ſhe came to the door, 


the guns went off, 

He had kept the door barred till now, 
but having prepared all things for it, 
he unbarred it juſt as he went to do 
his own execution, which was in this 
manner : 

He had a musket, a fowling-piece, a 
ſcrewed-barrel gun; the muſſels of theſe 
he had raiſed upon a wooden horſe, and 


planted two of them to his head, and 


one to his left ſide; and having ftript 
himſelf to his ſhirt and breeches, laid 


' himſelf downf#loſe to them, and ſetting, 
with an hot iron, fire to a train of pow- 


der, they went off at once, and murdered 
him in a moment. 

Here was the dreadful end of his athe- 
iſm and infidelity, his irreligion, and im- 
piety. In this. horrible manner did he 


cut off his life and hopes at one blow, 
and, without any fear of God, or repard 
to the good of his ſoul, launched out into 
an unalterable eternity. 


E. 113. J. 


A farther Account of God's. { [evere Judg- 
mꝛnents on ſeveral Apoſtates. 


N the whole book of God there is not 
a more grievous or terrible threat- 
ning pronounced on any fin than againſt 
apoſtacy; is, that a wilful falling away 
trom the truths of the goſpel manifeſted 
unto us; or when perſons for fear of 
men, temptations of gain, or preferment, 
compliance with the faſhions of a vain 
wicked world, or any other carnal mo- 
tive, make ſhipwreck of a good conſci- 
ence, and forfake that true faith which 
they once profeſſed, and trample under 
foot thoſe bleſſed and pure inſtitutions, 
of Chriſt, which they have been par- 
takers of, Who can read without trem- 
ling, or conſider without horror, thoſe 
repeated, poſitive, and aſtoniſhing deter- 
minations of God himſelf, by the uner- 
ring pen of his apoſtle ? If rs impaſſible 
for thoſe who were once enlightened, and 
have taſted f the heavenly gift, and were 
made partaters of the Holy Cog 
ave 
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have taſted the good word of God, and 
the power of the world to come, if they 


ſhall fall away, to renew them again unto 


repentance, ſeeing they crucify to themſelves 
the Son cf God afreth, and put him to an 
open ſhame, Heb. vi. 4. and x. 26. If we 
% n wilfully, after that we have retei ved 
the 3 e of the truth, there remaineth 
no more es for fin, but a fearful loos- 
ing for of judsment, and fiery indignation, 
which ſhall devour the adverſaries. 

But beſides the dreadful ſentence ſuch 
backlliders are to expect from the great 
tribunal, divine vengeance often inflicts 
ſignal judgments on them, even, here on 
earth, Therefore to the foregoing hiſ- 


tories, we thall add the follo wing re⸗ 


markable examples. 

- Ihe emperor Julian, for his re- 
revolt from Chriſtianity, in Hamoufͤν fa- 
mous to ail generations, bY t 
Apuſtate, was bred up ia the Chriitian 
faith, and tor his learning admitted to 
be a reader in the church of Nicodemia, 
afterwards being ſeduced by certain pa- 
gan ſophiſters, turned heathen, and by 


| Various 
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various ſubtil arts endeavoured to root 
out the Chriſtian religion, but never af- 
ter he had declared himſelf ſuch a rene- 
gado, proſpered in any of his undertak- 
ings. At laſt, in an unfortunate expedi- 
tion againſt the Perf jans, being ſhot with 
an arrow by an unknown ſoldier, receiv- 
ed his own blood, guſhing out of the 
wound, into the palm of his hand, and 
in a deſpairing malice againſt Chriſt, 
flung it up towards heaven, ſaying, 2 
ciſti tandem Galile ! At laſt thou haſt 
been too hard for me, O Galilean “ So the 
wicked wreich was uſed in ſcorn to call 


the bleſſed Jeſus; and thus died in all 
reſpects moſt miſerable. 


2. To deſcend to later times, 05 
of Bullen, king of Navarre, tather , of 
Henry the I'Vth) <ducated in the reform- 
ed religion, being inveigled with the 
imaginary hopes of the crown of Sardi- 
nia, and the provinces of the Spaniard, 
left the. Proteſtanis both in profeſſion, 
and perſon, and became a perſecutor of 
thoſe whoſe protector he was: but whilſt 
his ambitious hopes upon Spain, he was 
deprived of his own crown; and God 


© - 
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in juſtice (who never leaves any, that firſt lips 
leaves not him) gave him over to an im- bis 
mature and violent death, for a bullet rep 
took him off within his own trenches, I ſtat 
beſieging the poor Proteſtants in Roan. | as | 

3. Henry the IVih, his fon, how ma- Þ Par 
ny pitched battles did he fight, and yet F 
came off both with ſafety and victory? J mai 
How many dangers did he eſcape, even || yea 
to admiration, whilſt he kept firm to | mu 
the Proteſtant religion, in which he was J cou 
bred, and continued at a diſtance with the ry 
pope ? But when for politic and worldly | wh 

' reſpects he taſted the ſame ſower grapes, Jed, 
which ſet his father's teeth on edge; | Ch 
and for fear of not getting firm poſſ:{- I w 

ſion of Paris, would rather hazard para- J dul, 
diſe; and, againſt the dictates of his | em 
conſcience, to facilitate and eſtabliſh, as & aft: 

he thought, his ſeat in the throne of I 1o 
France, baſely complied, and in hypo- wh 

criſy ſuffered himſelf to be formally gre 
reconciled to the church of Rome, | wa: 
did not Jong ſurvive this high treaſon | tur 
againſt the king of kings: for firſt a war 
young Jeſuit with a dapger ſtruck him] I h 
into the mouth (a fair warning on thoſe | wit 
lips 


bis Redeemer) and {till perſiſting without 


lips which had renounced the truths of 


repentance, ſoon after a Popiſh Raviliac 
ſtabbed him to the heart, in his coach, 
as he was paſling over the new bridge at 
Paris. 5 

4. The late famous French general 
marſhal Turenne had lived threeſcore 
years and upwards in the re formed com- 
munion, but at laſt, by I know not what 
court poiſon, or ]*\{uit's charm, (contra- 
ry to the reſolution of holy Policarpus, 
who being tempted to apoſtacy, anſwer- 
ed, Theſe eighty years have 1 ſerved 
Chriſt, and never wanted any thing, and 


1 will never forſake ſo good and in- 


dulgent a Maſter) was drawn away to 
embrace Popery ; when, behold ! ſoon 
after, he that had eſcaped the ſhock of 


ſo many battles, was ſuddenly ſlain, 


where. he could not rationally ſuſpect any 
great danger by a cannon-bullet, as he 
was viewing at a great diſtance the poſ- 
ture of the enemies camp, in the late 
war with Germany.-----I remember once 
I heard a Paviſt upbraid a Proteſtant 
with this gentleman's change of religion 

M _ ſaying, 
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ſaying, You ſee Turenne when he grew 
old, was willing to die in the arms of our 
mother church. To which the Proteſtant 
very well replied, Yes, Sir, *twas when 
he was old ; and it is nothing ſtrange to 
hear that ſome men in their declining 
years begin to dote, for faithful young 
Solomon proved an old idolater. 

5. Melancthon (that Phenix of Ger- 
many) has a relation of apoftacy viſibly 
puniſhed in a certain taylor's ſervant, 
who being for a while a zealous profeſ- 
ſor of the Proteſtant religion, afterwards 
removing to another place, was perſuad- 
ed by ſome of his companions to turn 
papiſt again, and did with them go to 
maſs. and receive the ſacrament but in 
cne kind ; but ar laſt returning again to 
his old maſter, (who was ignorant of the 
fellow's relapſe, but ſeeing him neglect- 
ing to participate of the Lord's ſupper) 
he began to admoniſh him of his duty 
therein; to all which he anſwered not a 
word for a long time, but in the end, 
roaring out moſt horribly, he pronounc- 
ed theſe words, O maſter! 1 am unwor- 
oy of that " banquet, I have denied 

the 
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the goſpel, and am become the Devil's 
perpetual vaſſal. With theſe words in 
his mouth, he ſuddenly flung himſelf out 
of the window, and with the fall burſt 
out his bowels. , 

6. One Latamus that belonged to the 
cruel court of inquiſition, had, in his 
youth imbibed ſome principles of true 
religion, but the vanities of the world 
ſoon choaked that good ſeed, and being 
preferred to a gainful place in the pope's 
ſhambles, (for fo 1 may call the bloody 
inquiſition) thought he ſhould not de- 
ſerve it, unleſs he became a moſt grie- 
vous pei ſecutor of thoſe whom his con- 
ſcience told him were the faithful ſer- 
vants of God, As the proverb aſſures 
us, Thar one renegado is worſe than ten 


* . } 
Turks; fo experience ſhews, that when 


any that have formerly owned religion 
revolt from it, they of all others become 
the fierceſt and moit barbarous perſecu- 
tors of it ; fearing belike, that they thall 
ſtill be ſuſpected to be of the depreſſed 
party, if they do not put off all humanity 
towards them, and to avoid the cenſure 
of heretics, think there is a neceſſity ro 

M 2 ſhewy 
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ſhew themſelves profane hell hounds, ſa- 
vage, canine, incarnate devils. This was 
this Latamus's courſe, no body ſo buſy 
as he to find out, hunt after, ſuppreſs, 
deitroy, and torment all that would not 
confo!'m to the falſe dottrines, and vile 
ſuperſtition in the church of Rome, by 
law citabiithed. But in the midſt of his 
career, God met with him, and ſudden— 
ly {truck him both inwardly and out- 
wardly with terrers of foul, and bodily 
diſea ſes, and then his eyes were opened, 
but not to repentance, but to deſpair; 
aſtoniſhment ſeized him, and he was o- 
verwleimed with confuſion and horror, 
fo that he ſent for ſeveral learned men, 
and being in extremity of deſperation, 
freely of his own accord confeſſed his 
impiety, in ſuch exptreſſions as theſe: 
O how heavy, how gric vous is my ſin; 
© who wittingly and willingly againſt my 
* knowledge, again! the dictates of my 
© conſcience, have employed myſelf in 
© the Devil's drudgery, and perſecuted 
£ Chriſt in his members, and oppoſed 
© the truth of the goſpel, and ſtopt the 
6 Korſhip of God, and as ack as in me 


la 77 


(d fols bois wo V IV os oo» OO 


N 


2 


God's Fudgments. . 
lay, endeavoured with Lucifer, to pull 
© God out of his throne, and to make 
void his law, and preferred the luſts 
© and pleaſures, the malice and revenge 

* of vile and wicked men, before the 
glory of God, the charity which I owed 
© ro my neighbours, and the reverence 
© which I ought to have paid to the di- 
* vive commands? Alas! Thus have 1 
* ſinned againſt the Holy Ghoſt ; nor can 
© I hope for any forgiveneſs in this life, 
© or to eternity, but am damned for e- 
ver with the Devil and his angels, 
© whoſe l am, and whom 1 have ſerved, 
© and am incorporated into his kingdom. 
© Henceforwards behold not Latamus as 
© a man, but as a very Devil; and if your 
© eyes were opened, you would believe 
my hands and feet already deformed, 

and horrible, with filthy claws, Oc. 

The learned men that came to viſit 
him were aſtoniſhed at theſe diſcourſes, 
eſpecially perceiving that the ſame did 
not proceed from an ordinary melanchol- 
ly, or diſtemperature of brain, (for in 
all things he was ſufficiently ſenſible and 
M 3 rational) 
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rational) but ſrom a ſenſe of the wrath 
of God, and horror of conſcience. How- 


ever one of them, a doctor of divinity, 
and his intimate friend, began with a 
long and Chriſtian diſcourſe to comfort 
him, endeavouring to demonſtrate to him 
from God's word, that there was no ſin 
ſo grievous, but by the grace and mercy 
of God might be pardoned. To which 
Latamus readily anſwered, that he was 
not ignorant that there were many plac- 
es in holy writ, moſt excellent, and 
exceeding full of comfort, but though 


they were full of comfort they were 


nothing to him, for he wanted faith 
and reliance upon God, and knew 
already for a certain, that rhe ſentence 
of damnation was gone forth againſt 
him: © And, faid he, that you may not 
doubt thereot, you ſhall fee that on 


this bed whereon I lye, I ſhall, without 


ever being able to riſe from it, ſudden- 
ly die, but rake me for an example 
© and let me be a warning to all; for this 
© cauſe | ſent for yon hither, that being 


© by me admoniſhed, yon may repent, 


0 and give over perſccuring of the faith- 


£ ful | 
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th | © ful ſervants of God. This and much 
w- more to the ſame purpoſe having ſaid, he 
ty, | fell into horrible roarings and howlings, 
af and ſo in the preſence of them all expir- 
ort | ed; his countenance and whole body 
im being turned to fo great a deformity and 
ſin | vglineſs, as was frightful to behold This 
cy | was recorded in this very manner by the 
ch learned Fincelius, l. De Miraculis, who 
ras | atte'ts it for a certain and notorious 
LC- truth. | | 


th The Remarkable Hiſtory of John Diazius, 

=. and his barbarous Brother. 

th 7. John Diazins was born in Spain, 

* brought up at ſchool, afrerwarcs' he 

ce | went to Paris, to ſtudy the arts, where 

ft | he continued thirteen years: but it pleaſ- 

ot ed God, that whilſt he read over the 

on © holy ſcriptures, and ſome of Luther's 

ut | books, and other Proteſtant divines, he 

n- began to fee and abominate the errors 

le of Popery. And therefore to further 

is | Himſelf in the knowledge and ſtudy of 

g the truth, he went to Geneva, and thence 

rt, | to Strasburgh, where Martin Bucer ob- 
a- ſerving his learning, piety, and diligence, 


124 Examples of 


obtained of the ſenate, that he ſhould | 


be joined with him, to go to the diſputa- 
tion at Ratisbon, and when he came thi- 
ther, he went to Peter Mulvinda, a Span- 
iard, the pope's agent in Germany, who, 
when he knew that he came in the com- 
pany with Bucer and the other Prote- 
ſtant divines, he was much aſtoniſhed, 
and admired how he was ſo much chang- 


ed from that which he knew him to be 


at Paris, and withal he fretted exceed- 
ingly that they had gotten a Spaniard 
amongſt them, preſuming that they would 
triumph more in him than in many Ger- 
mans; whereupon he left no means un- 
eſſayed, to draw him back again to the 
church of Rome; ſometimes making large 
proffers and promiſes unto him, other 
times threatning ſevere puniſhments, and 
mixing both with earneſt entreaties : but 
when by no means he could prevail to 


divert him from the truth, he ſent for 
his brother Alphonſus Diazius, one of 


the popes lawyers, from Rome; who 
hearing that his brother was turned 


Proteſtant, came ſpeedily into Germany, 
bringing a notorious Banditti, 


or cut- 
throat 
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throat with him : when he came to Ra- 
tisbon, Diazius was departed to New- 
burg, about printing of a book of Bucer's; 
which Alphonſus hearing of, ſoon fol- 
lowed him thither; where, after long 
debating of matters of religion between 
the two brothers, Alphonſus ſeeing the 
heart of his brother John to be con- 
ſtantly planted on the ſure rock of God's 
truth, that neither preferments would 
allure him, nor threats terrify him, both 
having been uſed by the pope's agent: 


and that he himſelf by no perſuaſion 


could prevail with hin to return to Po- 
pery, he feigned himſelt friendly to take 
his leave of him, and fo departed. Bat 


ſhortly after he returned again with this 


ruſhan whom Alphonfus ſending diſguiſ- 
ed with a letter to his brother, as John 
Diazins was ready the letter, this bloody 


murderer cleft his head with an hatchet 


he bad prepared for that parpole : this 
happened anno Christi, 1546, and this 
1haman Cain was highly commended by 
the Papiſts for it. But the Lord would 
rot uſer ſucn an unnatural villamy to 
go unpuniſhed, tor not long after he * 

EE 0 
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ſo dogged and hunted with the Ader of | 


his own conſcience, that being at Tren, 
when the council was held there, he 
hanged. himſelf about the neck of his 
own mule. 

8. There was one Burton the bayliff 
of Crowland in Lincolnſhire, who, in K. 
Edward the Sixth's time, was ſeemingly 
a zealous Proteſtant ; but as ſoon as ever 
cruel. Queen Mary came to the crown, 
he opeuly turned Papiſt, and endeavour- 
ed to {tir up his neighbours to introduce 
the maſs ; who being very forward 1a it, 
the Lord's day following, this Burton 


went to the curate, ſaying,--------Sirrah, 


will yon not ſay maſs? Buckle yourſelf 
to it, you knave, or by God's blood I 
will ſheath my dagger in thy ſhoulders! 
Tue poor. curate being affrighted here- 
with, betook himſelf to read the mals; 
bur hortly after, as this Burton, with 
one of his neighbours, rode together 
upon the Fen bank, a crow (as it appear- 
ed to be, and with her uſual note) flew 
over his head, and voiding her excre- 
ments, it fell on his noſe, and ſo ran 
down upon his beard, and ſtank ſo hor- 


ribly, 
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ribly, as ſet him a vomiting in a moſt 


violent manner; whereupon haſtening 
home, he betook himſelf to bed, but 
could eat nothing ; and the ſtench and 
vomiting ſtill continuing, with fearful 


oaths and execrations he lay curſing the 


crow for thus poiſoning of him, and ſo 
remained in extream and continual tor- 
ments for two or three days, and then 
raving, and without any ſigns of repen- 
tance, or fear of God, died. 

9. One Pavier, the town clerk of 
London, in the days of king Henry the 
VIIIth, a cruel enemy to the true pro- 
feſſors of the goſpel, ſwore an oath, that 
if the king would ſet forth the ſcrip- 
tures in Engliſh, rather than he would 
live to ſee it he would cut his own throat; 


& but he broke his word, for he did not 


cut his throat, but ſoon after (thinking 
belike a dogs death more fit for him 
than a ca)f's) hanged himſelf. 4 

10. One Rockwood (of which family | 
there are many Papiſts to this day in Suf- | 
folk, and one of them was executed for 
the gun- powder treaſon- plot) was a great 


ſtirrer up of the perſecution againſt 


God's 


— 


128 Examples W 
God's people in Calais (before Queen I 20 
Mary, to the everlaſting infamy, and dif- | fer 
grace of the Engliſh nation, ſuffered I 
that important town to he loſt to the 
French) but being ſuddenly ſtruck with J the 
ſickneſs, he, lay ſtaring and raving, and! ſo 


perpetually crying ont; All roo late, for the 
I have maſiciouſly ſought the death of | YO 
many godly perſons, and againſt the | Am 

rea 


light of my own conſcience, and there- 
fore, all too late! all too late! And thus th 
he continued unto his end. ing 
11. Thomas Blair, a privy- counſellor col 
to the King of the Scots, was a great (| tru 
perſecutor of the reformed Chriſtians , 
in that kingdom, but being by God had 
ſmitten with ſickneſs, he fell into de- YO! 
ſpair, crying out, That he was damned 
and a caſt-away : that he was damned. 
without remedy, &c. And when the 
monks came to his bed fide, and pretend- 
cad to comfort him, he ſaid, Be gone 
| with your trumperies and fooleries: 1 ne- 
| ver until now, believed there was either 
God or Devil, heaven, or hell; 1 had no 
more eſteem of your religion, than 1 


had of the Proteſtants : in what I did 1 
acted 


' God's Fudgments.. 
ated only as a polnician ; to. get pre- 
ferment and money ; and to that purpoſe 
engaged on the biſhop's behalf, as 
thinking them the 8 ſide, and 
that would beſt gratify my hopes, and 


$ io | prevailed with the king to caſt out 


their adverſaries, All your maſſes and 
your faſtings can do me no good, for I 
am damned, and the Devil hath me al- 
ready in his grips to carry me to hell, 
there to torment me to eternity, accord» 
ing to my deferts.-----ln which miſerable _ 
condition he died, without any ſign of 
true repentance. 
12, One Larkin, who ſeemed to have 
had ſome taſte of the goſpel in his 
younger years, ſeeing the ſtorms of per- 
ſecution begin to ariſe, not only forſook 
the truth, but for gain turned an informer 
againſt, and perſecutor of ſuch as cor 
ſtantly profe ſſed it; and particularly he 
diſcovercd and apprehended one Eagles, 
who for religion thereupon ſuffered death. 
But ſoon after, he himſelf, for a ſmall 
crime, was arraigned, condemned, and 
hanged. And as he ſtood at the bar to 


receive ſentence of death, he ſaid pab- - 
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licly, This is juſtly fallen upon me for 
betraying the blood of that juſt man, 
George Eagles, who through my means 
was condemned, and I ſold his life for 
a little money. 
13. That exemplary judgment of God 
poured out upon Stephen Gardiner, bi- | 
ſhip of Wincheſter in Q. Mary's days, | br 
all generations will have cauſe to remem- th; 
ber, and admire. This cruel biſhop, up- en 
on the day wherein revyerend Latimer, | B: 
and learned Ridley were to be burnt at | ba 
Oxford, was ſo eager upon their deaths, | ri 
that although ſome great noblemen came ta 
to dine with him chat day, yet he would] ta 
not fit down to dinner, till one of his] d! 
ſervants, whom he had ſent thither on | fe 
purpoſe, coming poſt from Oxford, a- V 
bout four of the clock in the afternoon,f h 
brought the news that execution was I. 
done upon them.------Then the wretch} 2 
haſtened to dinner, and was very mer-| & 

0 

b 

( 


ry, but before he had eaten many bits, 
a ſudden ſtroke of God's hand feli ſore 
upon him, inſomuch that he was carried 
immediately to his bed, in which he 
continued for fifteen days, in moms” 
ble 
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ble anguiſh and torments, even rotting | 
above ground, during all which time, he 


could void nothing that he received, ei- 


ther by ſtool or urine ; his tongue alſo 
hung out of his mouth, ſwoln and black, 
and ſo he languiſhed, and pined away in 


great anguiſh and miſery. 


For a concluſion, as J would not 
break any bruiſed reed, nor be altoge- 
ther a Boanerges, thundering and light- 
ening out of judgments, but be alſo a 
Barnabas, a ſon of conſolation, and pour 
balm of Gilead into thoſe wounded ſpi- 
rits, who out of human frailty, and Sa- 
tan's ſuggeſtions, and the world's temp- 
tations, may too far comply againſt the 
diftates of their own conſciences, and 
for the ſame. may happen to be ſmitten 
with the terrors of the Lord. 1 hall 
here add one eminent example of a great 
light of the church that fell in chat kind, 
and was brought to the very brink of 
deſpair, and yet by God's grace repent- 
ed, and was happily reſtored. 
not the reader think a flight or ſuperf- 


cial repentance would ſerve the tut; | 


you ſhall ſoon perceive by the vehemence F 
pn is „ of 


} 
4 | 


Bur let 
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of his expreſſions, proceeding from a 
heart all over in contuſions and agonies; 
what ſoul convullioiis he had endured, 
before he could receive any glimpſe of 
comfort. 

The caſe is that of Origen, a perſon 
for learning, zeal, and other gifts, as 
famous as any in the primitive church, 
after the apoſtle's days. In the reign of 
Decius, for the doctrine of Chriſt, he 
underwent bands, and torments in his 
body, wracking, and bars of iron, dun— 
geons; beſides ſeveral threats of death 
and burning, &'c. At length hearing 
that ſome Chriſtians were carried to an 
idol temple, to force them to ſacrifice, 


he out of his zeal, ran thither to incou- | 


rage and diſſuade them from it: when 


his adverſaries ſaw him, they let go the 4 


other, and laid hold upon him, putting 
him to his choice, whether he would of- 
fer incenſe to the idol, or have his body 
defiled with a foul and ugly black moor. 
He chooſes to offer incenſe. Then did 
they preſently put incenſe into his trem- 
bling hands, and whilſt he demurred upon 
zit, they took his hands, and cauſed him 
to 
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to throw | it into the fire, "and thereupon, | 
prefently cried out, Origen hath ſacri 
ed, Origen hath ſacrificed. After t 
fact he was excommunicated by ile | 
church, and being filled with ſhame and 
ſorrow, he left Alexandria, and came tb 


Jeruſalem, where he was even PRE 


ed by importunity to preach to them. 15 


took his Bible, opened it, and the fir 
place he caſt his eye upon, was this ſcrip- 
ture. Unto the wicked, God faith, — 
doſt thou preach my lat, and take my ch. 
venant into thy mouth: 2 Pſal. I. 16.—— 
When he had read theſe words, he fa 
dawn and burſt out into "abundance o 
tears, the whole congregation weeping 
with him alſo, ſo that he was not able 
to ſay any more unto them. After this 
he wandred up and down in great grief 
torment of conſcience; and wrote the 
following been. 1 7 
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N the biveineſs of grief of mind, 80 W 
to ſpeik unto them; who ſhall nereafter reid 
ati confuſed writing. But how can I ſpeak, 


When my tongue is tycd up, and my lips dare 
not nce more wag ? Mi tongue doth not his 


offic ; my throat is dried up, and all my ſen es 
and inſtruments are polluted with iniquity. — 
O ye Saints and b'efſ-d of G d, with water iſh 


eyes and wet cheeks ſoaked in dolour and pain, 


I. beſzech you to fall down before the ſeat of al- 
mighty God, for me miſerable ſinner, who by 
xeaſon of my fins, dare not crave ought at the 
hands of God. — Woe is me, becauſe of the 
ſorrow of my heart Wos! ie me, my mother, 


That ever thou, broughieſt me forth — 4 dichte, 


ous man to be converſant in varighteoufnefs ? 
An heir of the kingdom of God to be an inhe- 


ritor of the kingdom of Stan A Miniſter to 


be found wallowing in impiety! A man beauti- 
fied with honour and dignity, to be in the end 
blemiſhed with ch ime and ignominy. A 
lofty turret, yet ſuddenly thrown to the ground! 
A burning light, yet forthwith darkned! A 
fruitful tree, yet quickly withered ! A running 
fountain, yet by and by dried up. Woe is me, 


that ever I was decked with gifts and graces, 
and now ſeen· ritifully deprived of all. — But 


who will miniſter moiſtare to my head? And 
who will give ſtreamꝭof tears unto my eyes, that 
I may bewail * in this my ſorrowful plight! 

N YN BY Alas ! ' 
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Alas ! 0 my miniſtry, how ſhall 1 lament thee? 
Oh, all. ye my friends, tender my caſe, and pity 


my per'on, that am ſo dangerouſly wounded ! 


Pity me, 0 ye my friends, for that I have now 
trodden under foot the ſeal and cognifſance of 
my profeſſi ion; and joined in league with the 
devil. Pity me, O ye my friends, for that I am 
rejected and caſt away from before the face of 
God Almighty. There is no ſorrow compara- 


ble to my ſorrow; there is no affliction that ex- 
ceeds my afffi Won; no bitter nets that paſſeth 
my bitterneſs; no lamentation more lamentable 


than mine; neither! is there any ſin greater than 
mine ; and there is no ſalve for me. Where is 
that good Shepherd of ſouls? Where is he that 


went down from Jeruſalem to Jericho, which 


ſalved and cured him that was wounded by 
thieves ? Seek me out, O Lord, that am fallen 
from the higher Jeruſalem ; which has broken 
the vow which I made in baptilm, &c. Alas! 
that ever I was a Doctor, and now occupy not 
the room of a diſciple. Thou knoweſt, O 
Lord, that I fall againſt my will; whereas ! went 
about to enlighten others, I darkened myſelf, 
When I endeavoured to bring others from death 
to life, I brought myſelf from life to death: 
When I minded to preſent others before God; I 


_ preſented myſelf before the devil: When I de- 
fired to be found a friend and favourer of god = 


lineſs, I was found a foe, and a furtherer of ini- 
quity : When Iſet myſelf againſt the — 
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| of the wicked, and reproved their doings, there 
found I ſhawe, and the moſt peſtilent wound of 
the devil. Some promiſed me to be baptiſed; 
but after that I paſſed from them, the devil that 
ſame night transform'd himſelf into an ange! of 
light, and faid unto me, When thou art up in 


the morning, go on and perſuade them, and 4 


bring them unto God. But the devil going be- 
fore me, prepared the way, &c. and I, O un- 
happy creature, ſkipping out of my bed at the 
dawning day, could nor finiſh my wonted devo» 
tion, neither accomp!iſth my uſual prayers; de- 
fring that all men might be ſaved, and come to 
the knowledge of the truth, whilſt in the mezn 
time I wrapped myſelf in the ſnares of the de- 
vil. I gat me to thoſe wicked men, and requir- 
ed them to perform the covenant made the 
night before, 1, filly ſou], knowing not their 

fubtilty, till we came to the baptiſm, O blind. 
ed heart, how didſt thou not remember? O 
fooliſh mind, how didſt thou not bethink thy- 
ſelf ? O willeſs brain, how "didn thon not un- 


derſtand ! But it was the devil that lulled thee * 


aſleep, and in the end, ſlew thy unhappy and 

wretched ſoul. —O thou devil, what haſt thou 
done unto me? How haſt thou wounded me? 
I bewailed ſometimes the fall of Samſon, but 
now have fallen worfe myſelf: Samſon had his 
hair cut off, but the crown of glory is fallen off 


my head. Samſon loft the carnal eyes of his 


body, but my ſpiritual eyes are put out, It 
was 
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was the wilineſs of a woman that brought con- 
ſion upon him; but it was my tongue hat 
brought me into this ſinful condition. 

Alas! my church liveth, yet I am a widower. 
My ſons are alive, yet I am birrea. Every crea-* 
J. ture rejoiceth, and I alone am deſolate and ſor- 

4 rowful, &c. Bewail me. O ye bleſſed people 

R of God. who am baniſhed from God. Bewail 
e me, who am ſhut out of the wedding chamber 
A of Chriſt. Bewail me who am abhorred of the 
= angels, and ſevered from the ſaints.- -- Who 
0 
n 
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knoweth whether the Lord will have mercy on 
me, and whether he will pity my fall? Whe- 


S ther he will be moved with my deflation ? 

bo Whether he will have reſpect to my humiltia- 
le tion, and incline all his tender compaſſions to- 
ir wards me? I will proſtrate myſelf before the 
1. threſhold and porch of his church, that i may 

0 entreat all people, both ſmell and great, ſaying 
y. | unto them, trample and tread me under font, 

n- who' am the anlavoury ſalt; tread upon me, 

-e FT who have no caſte nor 8 of God; tread - 
1d | upon me who am fit for nothing. 

4: N let the elders mourn, for that the ſtaff 
> | wherean they leaned is fallen. 

1 Now let the young men mourn, for that 

lis | their ſchool-maſter is fallen. 

"ff Now let the virgins mourn, for that the ad- 

is | vancer of virginity is defiled 

It | Now let the miniſters mourn, for that their 


2 patron, and defender i is ſhamefally fallen. 1 
1 
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© + Woe is me, that I fell fo lewdly ! Woe is 


op me; that I fell moſt dangerouſly, and cannot riſe 


again! Aſſiſt me, O holy Spirit, and give me 
grace to repent; let the fountain of tears be 
opened, and guſh out into ſtreams, to ſee, if 
peradventure I may have grace thoroughly to re- 

pent, and to wipe out of the hook of my con- 
| ſcience, the accuſations printed therein againſt 
me. But thou, O Lord, think not upon my 
polluted lips, neither weigh thou the tongue 
that hath uttered lewd things, but accept of my 
repentance, and have mercy upon me, and raile 
me up out the mire of corruption, fot the pud- 
dle thereof hath even choaked me up. Woe is 
me, that was ſometimes a pearl gliſtcriog in the 
golden garland of glory, but now ain thrown into 
the duſt, and trodden in the mire of contempt. 

Woe is me, that the ſalt of God now lieth on 
the du nghiil — 


Now I will addrefs myſelf, and turn my 


talk unto God. Why halt thou lifted me up, 


and caſt me down? 1 had not, committed this 


im piety, unleis thou hadſt withdrawn thine hand 
from me, — But why, O Lord, haſt thou {hut 
my mouth by the holy LOO David ? How 
bave 1 beza the fiſt that ſianed, or am I the rt 
that fell ? Why haſt thou forſaken me, being de- 
ſola te, and banithed me from amongſt thy faints, 
and aſtoniſhed me, when 1 ſhould preach thy 
law? David bimſelf, who hath ſhut up my 
mouth, ſinned too bad in thy fight, yet upon 
| 0 reperit- 


15 


repentance, thou receivedſt him to mercy. "Prize. 
that was a pillar, after his fall, wipes it away" 
with falt tears, not continuing long 1 in the pud- 7 
dle of infidelity. 

Now, I humbly beſeech thee, O Lord, call „ 
me back, for that I have trodden a moſt peril- 
ous and deſtructive way; grant me that good 
guide and inſtructor the Holy Ghoſt, that I be- 


ö 

a come not the habitation of devils; but that 1 

map tread under foot the devils that trode upon 

> me, and overcoming all his (lights, may be again 

- F reſtored to the joys of thy ſalvation. | 

8 No, all ye which behold my wound, trem- 

e ble for fear, and take heed that ye ſlumber not, 

0 Dor fall into the like crime ; but rather let us 

. aſſemble together, and rend our hearts, &c. I 

1 mourn, and am ſorry at the heart- root, O ye Up 
friends, that ever lo I fell, &c. 

yk Let the angels lament over me, becauſe of 

5, | this my dangerous fall. . 

is 1 Let the aſſemblies of ſaints lament over me, 

1d * * for that I am ſevered from their bleſſed ſocieties, 

ut Let the holy church lament over me, for that 7 

7: aw wofully declined. * 

ie Let all the people lament over me, for that 1 

le- have my death's wound. 

ts, | Bewail me, that am in like caſe with the re- ( 

hy | probate Jews ; for this which was ſaid unto 

ny | them, why doſt thou preach my law, &c. now 

on | ſoundeth alike in my ears; what ſhall I do, that 


am thus beſet with manifeſt miſchiefs. Alas ! 
O death, 


— 


- 
> 
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O death, why dult thou linger ? Herein thon 


3 doſt ſpite, and bear me malice ? O Satan, what 
miſchief haſt thou brought unto me? How haſt - | 


thou pierced my breafi with thy poiſonous dart? 
'T hinkeſt thou, that my ruin will avail any thing 
at all? Thinkeſt thou to procure'to thyſelf any 
eaſe or reſt, whilſt that | am grievouſly torment- 
ed? Who is able to ſignify unto thee, whether 
my ſins be wiped and done away? Whether 1 
ſhall not again be coupled with, and made a 
companion to the ſaints? O Lord, fall before 
thy mercy- ſcat, have mercy upon me, who 
mourns thus out of meaſure, becauſe I have 
greatly offended.-- Rid my ſoul. Lord, from the 


Toaring lion. The aſſembly of the ſaints doth 


make interceſſion for me, who am an unprofira- 


bie ſervant. Shew mercy, O Lord, to thy 


wandring ſheep, who is ſubject io the rending 


teeth of the ravenous wolf, Save me, O. Lord 
out of hie mouth. Let my ſack- cloth be rent a- 


funder, and gird me with joy and glad neſs. Let 
me be again received into the joy of wy God. 
Let me be thought worthy of his kingdom, 
through the earneſt petitions of the church, 


Vvhich ſcrroweth over me, and humbleth herſelf 


to jeſus Chriſt, in my behalf ? To whom with 
the Father and the Holy Ghoſt, be al} glory and 
honour, for ever and ever. Amen. | 
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